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Have you ever wondered? 
 
Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries are going dead?  
 
Why do banks charge a fee on ñinsufficient fundsò when they know there is not enough money?  
 
Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion stars, but check when you 
say the paint is wet?  
 
Why doesnôt glue stick to the bottle?  
  
Why didnôt Tarzan have a beard?  
   
Why is it that no matter what color bubble bath you use the bubbles are always white?  
 
Is there ever a day that mattresses are not on sale?  
 
Why do people constantly return to the refrigerator with hopes that something new to eat will 
have materialized?  
 
Why do people keep running over a string a dozen times with their vacuum cleaner, then reach 
down, pick it up, examine it, then put it down to give the vacuum one more chance?  
  
How do those dead bugs get into those enclosed light fixtures?  
 
Why is it that whenever you attempt to catch something thatôs falling off the table you always 
manage to knock something else over?  
 
In winter why do we try to keep the house as warm as it was in summer when we complained 
about the heat?  
 
How come you never hear father-in-law jokes? 
 
When you stand before God on your judgment day what excuse will you use  
for not following Jesus when you had the opportunity that you have right now? 
 
Pastor Ron 
 
 



 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
Sept 1 

4:30 ï 7 pm Benefit Chicken BBQ 

 
Sunday 
Sept 2 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

10 am ï Noon 

Adult Discussion Group 

Worship Service 
Child Care 

Tuesday 
Sept 4 

 
6:45 pm 

United Methodist 
Women 

Wed 
Sept 5 

 
7:00 pm 

Worship 
Committee 

Saturday 
Sept 8 

 
8 am ï 1 pm 

District 
Mission Day 

 
Sunday 
Sept 9 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

10 am ï Noon 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 

Child Care 

Sunday 
Sept 9 

 
2:00 pm 

All Church  
Picnic 

Saturday 
Sept 15 

 
5:00 pm 

Emmaus 
Gathering 

 
Sunday 
Sept 16 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

10 am ï Noon 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 

Child Care 

Sunday 
Sept 16 

 
6:00 pm 

3rd Sunday 
Youth 

 
Sunday 
Sept 23 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

10 am ï Noon 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 

Child Care 
Friday 

Sept 28 
 

4:30 ï 7 pm 
Chicken  

BBQ 
Saturday 
Sept 29 

Check-in at 
7:15 am 

Golf Outing 
Lake Cora Hills 

 
Sunday 
Sept 30 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

10 am ï Noon 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 

Child Care 

Sunday 
Sept 30 

 
9:30 am 

Serve at 
Soup Kitchen 

Sunday 
Sept 30 

1:30 Register 
2:00 pm Walk 

Crop 
Walk 

 
 
 
 
 
   

 1 Kenley Tackett 
 2 Dave Kling 
 4 John Smith 
 5 Jean Hoeckleberg 
  Kevin Walker 
 11 Connie Kilburn 
 13 Terry Voogd 
  Mike Robinson 
 14 Brooke Kling 
  Spike LaVanway 
  Joshua Moore 
 19 Genevieve Conklin 
  Karen Williams  
 21 Eleanor Martin 
  Rosemary Heinisch 
  Karrie Melvin 
  Diana Walker 
 22 Susan Robinson 
 23 Jason Vanlandingham 
  Gary Moore 
 24 Denise Smith 
  Georgia Heuser 
  Laura Ecker 
  Jean Hollar 
  25  Dana Dowd 
 28  Mercedes Howard 
 29 Marcia Reed Hoke 
 
  
   
  
 

United Methodist Men ɀ  
Every Wednesday 

6:30 pm Work Group   8:00 pm Discussion time 
All men are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 
 

 Next meeting ï Tuesday, Sept 4, 2007 

 Meet at 6:45 pm at the church 

 Hostess:  Pete Laman 

 Devotions: Tammy Kling 

 Program:  HUMC History ï Mary Birmele 
  Looking ahead ɀ Christmas Bazaar ɀ Nov 3 



 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
  
   

 

 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Let the Learning Begin! 

 
When the clock hits 9:15 a.m. on Sunday, September 9, our Sunday School  

classes will resume with some great opportunities for all ages. 
 

The ñLive Bigò curriculum that was so popular last year is back for the younger kids.   
Angie Hill leads the ñEarly Elementaryò and Jan Hansen and Bonita Markillie work with the  

ñOlder Elementary.ò  There is child care for the preschoolers. 
 

Youth will spend time learning about life with Pastor Ron. 
 

Adults have two options for continuing their Christian education.  The ñladies onlyò class led by 
Del Troutman will begin a series entitled ñCaptivating: Unveiling the Mystery of a Woman's 

Soul.ò  It is based on material written by John and Stasi Eldredge. 
 

The other adult group led by Brian Casey never took a summer break!   
Their topics never lack for spirited conversation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER MISSION FOCUS: 

Our September mission focus 
is Christian Education 

Sunday on September 9th.  

 Christian Education Sunday is 
a conference designated 
offering that helps provide 

training in Christian Education 
within the conference.  One-
half of this offering stays with 

HUMC to provide assistance to 
our Christian Education 

program.   

Please keep this program in 
your prayers and support it with 

your gifts.  Above all, please 
keep our Christian Education 

program in your prayers 
throughout the year. 

 

 

On August 19, 2007 we celebrated the baptism of 
Dylan Robert Kuehnle, 

the son of Kurt and Auna Kuehnle. 

MISSION TRIP TO CHATHAM: 

Glen and Jan Fulford, Del Troutman, Iris Troutman, and Janet Olson 
all traveled to Midwest Mission Distribution Center on Sunday, August 19th 
and returned on Wednesday, August 22nd.  They would like to thank their 
church family for the support especially for flood bucket supplies that were 
purchased and taken to Midwest from the congregation at HUMC.   They 
delivered 914 pounds of flood bucket supplies, school kit supplies, and 
material for school bags as well as completed hospital gowns and caps.    

The director was providing orientation for the teams on Monday morning 
when Iris recognized the school bags and told how she had received 
a school bag on her first day of school when she was 7 years old.   
That was exciting for our team as well as the Iowa team working with us.   

The team did a multitude of tasks during the 3 days at MMDC.   Some of 
the tasks consisted of putting flood buckets together; painting the racks for 
the new warehouse that is now in the completion stage; sewing school 
bags; working in the wood shop making school desks that are sent to 
Liberia;   counting and putting garbage bags together for future flood 
buckets; preparation of school supply items; and Glen even checked out 
the directorôs car. 

We are so excited about this mission and look forward to our return next 
August 17-20, 2008. 

 



 
 

Get Caught Up in Our Web 
 

With a click of the ñmouseò you can stay up-to-date daily on all thatôs happening at 
Hartford United Methodist Church.  We extend a special thanks to Ray Birmele who created the 
site and has been our first ñwebmaster.ò   If you have access to a computer, you can go to 
www.hartfordmethodist.org where you will find current worship schedules, activities for adults 
and youth, photos of recent events, and much more.  

 
  Now that Ray has done all the hard work of funding and setting up our site and being our 
first webmaster, he has asked to pass along this job to someone else.  We now welcome Angie 
Hill as she takes over Rayôs duties.  Angieôs training in college and in her employment gives her 
the knowledge and skills to make this an easy transition for this important ministry area of our 
church.   
 www.hartfordmethodist.org.   Make it your homepage or put it in your ñfavorites,ò and be 
sure to send the web address to all the people in your computer address book.   Contact Angie 
through the website to post information and to give suggestions.  
  

And once again, thank you Ray Birmele for all your hard work!      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ā Remember to update your e-mail address with the office 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

    
 

Dollars and Cents 
 

Did you know: Lawn mowing is $65 per mowing, add $45 if the field is mowed 
 A regular print Upper Room is $.74/ issue ï Large print $1.11/issue 
 Our Organist is a volunteer, she is not paid 
 Our church electric bill is $358.37/month 
More facts next monthéé.. 

E-mail the office at HUMC 
 

office@hartfordmethodist.org  

E-mail the Pastor Ron 
 

revron@hartfordmethodist.org  

 

August 4, 2007 
Stephanie Kaucher & Robert Zdrodowski 

 

August 11, 2007 
Kimberly Winfield & Brian Barchett 

 

Aug 18, 2007 

Loretta Bennett & Tony Jacobs 

http://www.hartfordmethodist.org/
http://www.hartfordmethodist.org/
mailto:office@hartfordmethodist.org
mailto:office@hartfordmethodist.org


The fair is in the books for  
one more year. 

 

The fair has come and gone for 
another year.  Many of the people 
who took part in working at the fair 
had a great time.  The families that 
we served were extremely 
appreciative for the food and the 
encouragement we gave their 
children throughout the week in 
each of their events. 
 

The fair took in over $13,000 in 
gross receipts.  After paying all the 
bills, taxes, and the fair board we 
profited approximately $5,465. 
 

The Coordinating Council has 
established that 10% of our profits 
would go to missions which would 
be $546 and the rest would go into 
the general fund to be decided upon 
at a later date. 
 

The fair committee would like to 
thank all those that participated in 
the fair with their hard work, baking, 
cooking or with their prayers.  This 
truly is an entire church event and it 
takes all of us to make it successful. 

How are the finances in your house? 
 

Have you noticed that in the last few years that the 
expenses at our homes have gone up - house insurance, 
electric, gas, water, even the weekly food bill? If you 
have been lucky, your income has also gone up.  Well 
here at our church the expenses have also gone up as 
well.   
 

If you have gotten into the rut of giving the same amount 
year after year, it is important to the life of this church that 
you reevaluate your giving and make an increase.  Our 
expenses here have gone up over last year, yet the 
giving that has been taking place has stayed about the 
same.  
 

 As a church family we need to work together to make 
sure our church finances are healthy.  We need to take 
that walk of faith and tithe.  Even if you try to tithe for just 
one week at a time, what a difference it will make in your 
life and the life of others.  What you give will come back 
to you ten fold, and the joy you feel will be nothing like 
you have ever felt before.   
 

Our church is very careful with the money you and the 
Lord has entrusted us with. So the challenge for us for 
the month of September is to look at your pay checkð
and before you do anything else -- write out your check to 
the church for 10% first.   
 

Try this for just the month of September and just watch 
how God blesses you and your family, and your church 
family.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, September 30, 2007 
 

Jollay Orchards, Coloma 
 

Registration 1:30 pm 
Walk Begins 2:00 pm 

 

See Ronda Kaucher to sign up for 
the walk or to sponsor a walker. 

 
Louise Engle ï Funeral service held August 13 

and 
Pat Freundt ï Memorial service held August 17 

 
ñWell done, thou good and faithful servant: . .  .  

enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.ò 
Matthew 25:21 
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Heads up for all 
the Middle School and High School youth: the first 
ñ3rd Sundayò of the fall is coming September 16 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Pennies For Paving 
 

We will continue accepting 
donations designated to the paving 
fund. We have borrowed money 
from our Endowment Fund to 
complete this project and we 
hope to pay it back as soon as 
possible. 

Bucks for Blacktop 

Marissa Monroe Benefit 
 

Á Chicken BBQ and Bake Sale  

Á Saturday, Sept 1st from 4:30 to 7 p.m.    

Á Minimum donation $7.50   

Á Bake sale by donation.  

Menu: 

Á ½ chicken, coleslaw, baked beans, roll, drink.   

Á Kidôs meal of hot dog, chips, and drink for $2.   

   

J  Tithing Pays!  J 
 

Two men crashed in their private plane on 
a South Pacific Island.  Both survived.  
One of the men brushed himself off and 
then proceeded to run all over the island 
to see if they had any chance of survival.  
When he returned, he rushed up to the 
other man and screamed, "This island is 
uninhabited, there is no food, there is no 
water.  We are going to die!" 
 

The other man leaned back against the 
fuselage of the wrecked plane, folded his 
arms, and responded, "No we're not.  I 
make over $250,000 a week." 
 

The first man grabbed his friend and 
shook him.  "Listen, we are on an 
uninhabited island.  There is no food, no 
water.  We are going to die!" 
 

The other man, unruffled, again 
responded.  "No, I make over $250,000 a 
week." Mystified, the first man, taken 
aback with such an answer again 
repeated, "For the last time, I'm telling you 
we ARE doomed.  There is NO one else 
on this island.  There is NO food.  There is 
NO water.  We are, I repeat, we are going 
 to die a slow death."  
 

Still unfazed, the first man looked the 
other in the eyes and said, "Do not make 
me say this again.  I make over $250,000 
per week...I am a Baptist and tithe.  MY 

PASTOR WILL FIND US!" J 

Thank you to all who provided food, money  
or helped serve at the Soup Kitchen  

on Sunday, July 29. 
 

We served 223 individuals a hearty meal of  
meat loaf, mashed potatoes & gravy,  

green beans, bread and cookies. 
 

Our next opportunity to provide food at the  
Soup Kitchen is Sunday, Sept 30. 

 

Please let the office know if you would like 
 to participate in some way. 

We continue to provide food and toiletry items 
to large numbers of families in our community.  
 

In an attempt to better manage the time 
resources of our office staff we have limited 
the food pantry food distribution to one day 
per week, Wednesday from 9 am to 1 pm. 
 

If you are able to help with this ministry on 
Wednesday just call the office. 




