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Hartford United Methodist Church 425 E Main Street, Hartford, MI 49057 %, g\q°

Pastor Ronald Hansen 269 621-4103 Church 269 621-3796 Parsonage 91
2007 Newsletter October

Some of you might have watched the Ken Burns
documentary about World War Il that was on PBS the other
day. For some of you the history of those momentous years
is not the stuff of television or books. For some of you it is
part of your personal history.

A monstrous evil had invaded our world resulting in suffering
and death for untold millions. This enemy was not defeated
by the words of politicians or the planning skills of generals.
Victory came from the blood and valor and tears and
sacrifices made by individual citizens and multiplied by a
nation of families.

If my parent’s generation had failed in that noble cause...well, none of us today can imagine the
consequences if they had failed. Those of us who are the beneficiaries of their triumph must
look back with awe and gratitude. But we must also accept the responsibility as stewards of this
legacy purchased at great cost. God forbid that we fail this next chapter of freedom’s story.

Many centuries ago Saint Francis of Assisi wrote these words:

Keep a clear eye toward life's end. Do not forget your purpose and destiny as God's
creature. What you are in his sight is what you are and nothing more. Remember,
that when you leave this earth, you can take nothing that you have received -- fading
symbols of honor, trappings of power -- but only what you have given: a full heart
enriched by honest service, love, sacrifice and courage.

Not bad advice for the people of this church. We are stewards of an eternal legacy! The price
paid at the cross of Jesus for our redemption cannot be counted. How dare we live any day as
if no monstrous evil confronts our lives?

Will | see you in church this Sunday? We have work to do. God forbid that we fail our task.

Pastor Ron




October Events %

Tuesday United Methodist
Oct 2 6:45 pm Women
Wed 5:30 -7 pm Elementary Youth
Oct 3 At the church
Wed Worship
Oct 3 7:00 pm Committee
9:15 am Sunday School
Sunday 10:30 am Worship Service
Oct 7 10 am — Noon Child Care
Tuesday Coordinating
Oct 9 7:00 pm Council
Wed 5:30 -7 pm Elementary Youth
Oct 10 At the church
Saturday “Hay for Jesus”
Oct 13 6:00 pm Kent's farm October
Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School Birthdays
Oct 14 10:30 am Waorship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care Cathy Ruggio
Wed 5:30 =7 pm Elementary Youth Ryan Kent
Oct 17 At the church Bethany Woodward
Saturday 9:15 am Sunday School Jordan Hill
Oct 21 10:30 am Worship Service Mary Arnsman
10_am — Noon Child Care Mick Cochrane
Wed 5:30 -7 pm Elementary Youth Kevin Tackett
Oct 24 _
: Joe Heinisch
9:15 am Sunday School -
Sunday 10:30 am Worship Service Doug Williams
Oct28 | 10 am — Noon Child Care Nancy Larsson
Sunday 3" Sunday Ray Birmele
Oct 28 6:00 pm Youth Tammy Kling

Belva Floate
Caleb Mullauer

Jordan Mullauer
Julia Arndt

Marj Weeden
Randy Howard

United Methodist Women
- Next meeting — Tuesday, Oct 2, 2007
- Meet at 6:45 pm at the church
- Hostess: Jan Hansen
- Devotions: Bonita Markillie
- Program: Craft — Bring a dish cloth, towel &
oven mitt to create an angel

The HUMC men have been assisting Ryan Kent |
as he works on his Eagle Scout Leadership |
Service Project. Look for: a new section of |
sidewalk, basketball hoop and an addltlonalI
storage shed on a new foundation. H\é
Thanks Ryan, scouts, and parents. MY e

October is Pastor
: Appreciation Month

| Please show Pastor Ron
and Jan your appreciation
this month.



October MISSION FOCUS:

Babyfold at Old Mutare Hospital in Zimbabwe is our mission focus for October. “Babyfold” is a home
for orphan infants. Many babies are abandoned in Africa for a variety of reasons that include multiple
births, deformities, and the death of the mother during childbirth. Often the mother and/or father are
barely able to take care of themselves let alone a child, thus, the newborn is abandoned at birth.

Please pray for the babies and this mission at Old Mutare Hospital, and support it with your gifts

MISSIONARY SUPPORT:

With the retirement of Susie Henry this year, a decision had
not been made for missionary support. Kalamazoo District
Mission Day was held at HUMC on September 8" with one of
the speakers being Delbert Groves, a missionary serving in

Zambia. After listening to Delbert’'s program on Zambia, it was
decided by those attending (Pastor Ron, Jan Hansen, Jan
Fulford, Ronda Kaucher & Del Troutman) that we would enter
into a covenant relationship with Delbert and Sandy Groves.
We look forward to hearing more from the Groves in the future.

REMINDER:

Mail your used inkjet
cartridges and old cell phones
in the prepaid postage
envelopes available in the
narthex. Put your used
cartridge in an envelope and
mail, the postage is already
paid. The money received
from the recycle center goes to

the kitchen remodeling.

BeEcomeklGollectom

CANCELLED STAMPS These items are all collectible items for
POP CAN TABS many mission groups who are then able to

cash them in for cash and/or material

GENERAL MILLS EDUCATION LABELS
CAMPBELL’'S SOUP LABELS
SPARTAN UPC CODES

goods. The canisters are in the fellowship

hall for collection.

Stamps must be trimmed at least %4
outside of stamp. Campbell’s soup

__________________________________________________ labels must have the front of the label

Please See Samples Of How To Trim Labels
And Stamps On The Box In Social Hall.

intact to use. The only UPC codes that
can be redeemed are those from

Spartan labels.

Thank you to everyone who helped with the cooking,

I

| serving, clean-up, and donations for the benefit for
a n 0 u I Marissa Monroe. We raised $1,186.29 to help the

I

Monroe family with expenses

Keep updated on Marissa’s progress at: http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/marissamonroe




-Jh a2 il H analie M,,,_!t?) Are you signed up for the eScript card and are you
J”@lw gﬂtf‘ J‘Jgi_l[rdjumjgg £ using it when you shop at Hardings? Forty-three
i individuals are registered as supporters of our church.

The first 6 months of the year has earned us $294.45. See Connie in the office if you need a
card. Thanks to all who are participating.

Sunday School

Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 am!

The “Live Big” curriculum that was so popular last year is back for the younger kids.
Angie Hill leads the “Early Elementary”
Jan Hansen and Bonita Markillie work with the “Older Elementary.”
Child care is provided for the preschoolers.

Youth are spending time learning about life with Pastor Ron.

Adults have two options for continuing their Christian education.
The “ladies only” class led by Del Troutman has started a series entitled
“Captivating: Unveiling the Mystery of a Woman's Sou l.”
It is based on material written by John and Stasi Eldredge.

The other adult group led by Brian Casey is looking at the life of Joseph in a study
entitled “Good from Evil”

E_mail the office at HUMC E E llllllllllllllllllllllllllll .lllIlllllIlIlllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIE
: : E-mail Pastor Ron :

office@hartfordmethodist.org

revron@ hartfordmethodist.org

Remember to update your e-mail address with the office

'2$ I Dollars and Cents f
[\ —

i ? O { re :
Did you know? ;\)/~ N
Our natural gas budget payment is $454 per month S \

Bug and pest control through Terminix is $30 per month
Hartford Public Schools pays $750 per month rent to use our building
We have a boiler that needs repair before the winter heating season

More facts next month........




Dear Worship Committee,
It was wonderful to spend our 59" wedding anniversary with
a church filled with our old and new friends. The cake was beautiful
and absolutely beautifully delicious. 3
The minister was right when he said we looked happy
because we were home! You made us feel so welcomed and
cherished and for this we truly thank you!
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Emmaus Fall Walks

You are a wonderful group and do such an important job.
May God bless you all and keep up the good work.
Thank you!!!

Love, Jack and Peggy Rose

Men’'s Walk Nov 8 -11 in Three Rivers

Interested? Visit www.kalamazooemmaus.org

Food Pantry

Women's Walk Nov 15 -18 at Milwood UMC in Kalamazoo

or talk to Connie

N

&

The Cooperating Ministries food
pantry is now open only on Cooperating Ministries Food Pantry
Wednesday for food distribution
and the families have made the Families
adjustment quite well. True Month Served
emergencies are always handled
on a case-by-case basis. 2006 2007
We appreciate the food that has January 22 45
been so generously donated this February 14 41
past month and for those who have March 19 42
helped staff the pantry on April 17 39
Wednesday. We can always use g"ay ‘118 jg
volunteers on Wednesday to help ler;e 23 31
distribute the food and gratefully August - 37 &)
accept donations of food and September 29 40
toiletry items. October 32
We purchase what we can from the November 12
December 35
Gleaners Food bank. If you have Total 322
questions about our current needs Families
just call Connie at the office. 317




News Briefs from
Coordinating Council

Hartford United Methodist Church Coordinating Counc il Minutes September 11, 2007

Those attending the meeting, which was held at the church, were: Pastor Ron Hansen, Bonita Markillie, Connie
Kilburn, Kathy Anchor, Mary Birmele, Jan Hansen, Dale Kaucher, Ronda Kaucher, Cindy Kent, Marcia Kelley,
Nancy Larsson, Gene Larsson, Dave Kling, Pam Williams, Rosemary Heinisch, Maxine Melvin, and Dick Melvin.

Pastor’s Report
a) Ron commented on how special Sunday’s worship service and the church picnic were.

b) Ryan Kent is working on three church projects in his attempt to make Eagle Scout: replacing portions of
sidewalk on the west side of church, installing a basketball hoop, and getting foundation and donated
shed installed on east side of church.

c) Ron talked about the need to update our records and showed a form to be used to gather current
addresses, cell phone numbers, email addresses, etc. We will also conduct an interest survey which will
soon be developed.

Ministry Area Reports
a) SPPR - Cindy Kent — Church Conference is Nov 8 and the committee is looking at having all forms
complete by Oct 22. Employee evaluations will be distributed this month.

b) Outreach — Del Troutman — Five individuals went on the MMDC mission taking 936 pounds of supplies.
Del will lead another trip next year Aug 17-20. The benefit chicken BBQ raised $1,186.29 for the Monroe
family. Pam Williams will head up the Soup Kitchen again on Sept 30. We hosted Mission Day here on
Sept 8 and listened to Missionary Delbert Groves who is home on leave from Zambia. We will enter into a
covenant relationship to support Delbert since Susie Henry has retired.

c) Education — Kathy Anchor — Sunday School has started with good attendance in all classes. Some fine-
tuning will be done with the Early Elementary class. Children continue to enjoy swimming at the Heinisch
pool. Elementary youth will begin their 1 Sunday group meetings again on Oct 7, and Kathy hopes to
match Older Mature Disciples (OMD) with the kids. The 3" annual “Hay for Jesus” is set for Oct 13; it will
be at the Kent's this year.

d UMW - Ronda Kaucher — The Sept meeting was attended by 17 ladies; the program was “HUMC
History” presented by Mary Birmele. Donations were made: $500 Family Assistance. Several ladies
provided desserts and assisted with the benefit chicken BBQ.

e) Buildings and Grounds — Dave Kling — The men cleaned up the grounds after the wind storm that took
down a large limb on the west side of the church, set up and cleaned up cement blocks for the chicken
BBQ, worked on garage door opener for Showerman’s, hauled chairs and tables for church picnic,
trimmed ivy, and attempted to get rid of yellow jackets and hornets that are nesting by the church.. The
men will assist Ryan Kent on the Eagle Scout project.

f) Finance — Nancy Larsson — Discussed repaying some of what we borrowed from the Endowment fund
from the paving portion of ChemFlex; no decision made at this time. General fund is still not healthy.
Thanks to Nancy for the newsletter articles.

Other Business:

a) We need a church historian

b) Ron presented information on a Rug Doctor carpet cleaning machine that was requested by the
custodian. Cost $746, free shipping, 30 day return, $75 worth of cleaning supplies, 2 year full coverage
warranty. Gene Larsson moved with support from Maxine Melvin that we purchase the machine
from the Undesignated Memorial Fund.  Motion carried.

¢) Jan Hansen served warm apple pie and cider to all in attendance in recognition of Connie’s birthday

Meeting was adjourned and Ron led us in prayer.
Respectfully Submitted, Connie Kilburn, Secretary
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________________________________ Note of Thanks

RED BIRD MISSION AUTHENTIC CRAFT FAIRI
|

Portage First United Methodist Church is hosting: an A Special thanks to you for all the
authentic Appalachia Craft Fair on Sat, Oct 13 frbm wonderful things you do....
9AM — 3PM and on Sun, Oct 14 from 9AM — 12N] _

| And a special thanks to God for
Portage First U M C is located at 8470 S Westnedige, making thoughtful people like you!
one mile south of Portage High School. For more

information call 327-6761. ! God Bless You for Everything

———————————————————————————————— Alice and Frank Baker

Alice was the recipient of prayers from
our Prayer Chain. If you need prayers
or would like to pray for those who
request them just call Del Troutman or
Mary Arnsman at 621-3663.

I November 8 - Our Church Conference will be held her e at 7 pm — Please plan to attend. I

40™ Annual
Christmas Bazaar

Saturday, Nov 3
Church Membership

9:00 am — 3:00 pm
We will be receiving

new members in a few Hartford Middle School Gym
Sundays. If you are

interested in being a Breakfast and Lunch
part of our church in the Cafeteria

family, please contact
Pastor Ron or the
church office




Hartford United Methodist Church
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“Hay for Jesus”

Saturday, Oct 13 — 6 pm

Mark your calendars for the 3 ™

Annual “Hay for Jesus”

Hay Rides

Bonfire 4

Food /_/

Fun w
Who is invited?

All ages invited

The adults have as much
fun as the kids

Where?
Kenny & Cindy Kent's
50245 59 Y2 St, Hartford

1 1
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US Postage
PAID
Hartford, Ml 49057
Permit No. 25

Youih Notes

Summer Swimming at the Heinisch
pool was enjoyed by many —
Thanks to Joe and Rosemary for
their hospitality

Sunday school classes for all start
at 9:15 each Sunday morning
Junior Church is offered each
Sunday morning during worship for
the Elementary students with Sandy
and Butch Drumm

Elementary Youth Group will meet
on Wednesdays starting October 3
at 5:30 - 7 pm at the church —
Supper provided, friends invited

3'Y Sunday Youth (Middle and High
School) will meet Sunday, October
28 at 6 pm




