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Stop and Smell the Turkey  
 
The calendar is pushing us towards two of the most important days of the 
year: Thanksgiving and Christmas.  When we stop to think about why these 
two holidays are so important, many of us quickly talk about how the 
occasions bring our families together.  Who wants to be separated from their 
family on these days?  No one!  The holidays always call us home.   
 
A large focus for our family celebration centers on food.  I don’t know about your family, but 
when our clan gathers around the table for these feast days the conversation level is at high 
decibels.  Even the preparation of the food and the clean up afterwards calls forth some of the 
best moments we share together as families. 
 
I heard a woman talking on the radio the other day about the importance of smelling food 
cooking in the kitchen.  She contended that it was important for a family to experience the 
aroma of meals being cooked because the fragrance of the food is part of our bond to each 
other.  She’s right.  The very thought of the holidays triggers memories for our noses of kitchen 
delights.  Bread baking.  Turkey roasting.   
 
Holidays are a feast for the senses.  The sights, the sounds, the smells; it all adds up to the best 
of times. 
 
Have you ever thought about coming to church and worshipping God in the same way a family 
gathers for a turkey feast?  Eager to be together with your faith family.  Desiring a time of great 
conversation.  Bringing your contribution to the gathering.  Partaking of the bounty of God’s 
table so that your soul hunger is more than satisfied. 
 
Did you know that God even experiences the gathering of His people as a sweet fragrance?  
The Old Testament has several references to the act of giving an offering as “an aroma pleasing 
to the Lord.”  In 2 Corinthians 2:14-15 the Apostle Paul says this about Christians: “For we are 
to God the aroma of Christ among those who are bein g saved.”  Paul goes on to say we 
are “the fragrance of life.” 
 
So, let’s get together this Sunday.  It’s like a banquet feast with our God.  If I can borrow a quote 
from the Pillsbury Doughboy, “Nothin’ says lovin’ like God’s people in worship.”  Why would 
anyone want to miss coming home for this feast? 
 
Pastor Ron 
 
P.S.  You actually will be smelling the turkey November 18! 
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Friday  
Nov 2 

Bazaar Set-up 

Sat 
Nov 3 

9 am – 3pm Bazaar 
At Middle School 

 

Sunday 
Nov 4 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

10 am – Noon 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 

Child Care 
Tuesday  

Nov 6 
 

6:45 pm 
United 

Methodist Women 
Wed 

Nov 7 
 

5:30 – 7 pm 
Elementary Youth 

At the church  
Wed 

Nov 7 
 

7:00 pm 
Worship 

Committee 
Thurs  
Nov 8  

 
7:00 pm 

Church 
Conference 

 

Sunday 
Nov 11 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

10 am – Noon 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 

Child Care 
Tuesday  
Nov 13 

 

7:00 pm 
Coordinating 

Council 
Wed 

Nov 14 
 

5:30 – 7 pm 
Elementary Youth 

At the church  
Wed 

Nov 14 
 

6:30 pm 
Choir 

Practice 
 

Sunday 
Nov 18 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

10 am – Noon  

Sunday School 
Worship Service 

Child Care 
Sunday  
Nov 18 

 

Noon 
Thanksgiving 

Potluck 
Sunday  
Nov 18 

 

6:00 pm 
3rd Sunday 

Youth 
 

Sunday 
Nov 25 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

10 am – Noon  

Sunday School 
Worship Service 

Child Care 
Monday  
Nov 26 

 

7:00 pm 

 

SPPR 

Wed 
Nov 28 

 

5:30 – 7 pm 
Elementary Youth 

At the church  
Wed 

Nov 28 
 

6:30 pm 
Choir 

Practice 

November   
     Birthdays 
 1 Angie Showerman 
 1 Kenny Kent 
 1 Jessica Mullauer 
 3 Renell Watkins 
 3 Christine Vanlandingham 
 5 Jack Ruggio 
 6 Roy Anderson  
 10 Peggy Rose 
 13 Patrick Tarantino 
 14 Martha Moore 
 22 Laura Heuser 
  26 Maddie Hayes 
 26 Lannie Hayes  
  27 Maurice Miller  
 27 Odena Hansen 
 27 Karen Koch 
 28 Samuel Hill 
 29 DiAnn Birmele 
 29  Morgan Munson 
 30 Dave Hunt 
  

 
 

·  Next meeting – Tuesday, Nov 6  
·  6:45 pm at the church  
·  Hostess:  Connie Kilburn 
·  Devotions: Althea Peters 
·  Program:   Brenda Melvin – Interesting Books 
                                              From our library  

�
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Every Wednesday  

 

6:30 pm Work Group  
  8:00 pm Study Group 

 

All men are welcome. 
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NOVEMBER MISSION FOCUS: 

Our mission focus for November will be blankets .  Imagine living in the cold of winter or the heat 
of the desert without anything for protection against the elements.  We really have no idea what that 
kind of survival is about, but through the blanket program of Church World Service, we have the 
opportunity to reach out to those who live that life on a daily basis.  We will be accepting blanket 
offerings throughout the month of November and especially ask for your prayers for those who are 
in need of this ministry. 

REMINDER: 

Mail your used inkjet cartridges and old cell phones in the prepaid postage envelopes available in 
the narthex.  Put your used cartridge in an envelope and mail, the postage is already paid.   The 
money received from the recycle center goes to the kitchen remodeling. 

  CANCELLED STAMPS, POP CAN TABS, GENERAL MILLS EDU CATION LABELS, 
CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS, SPARTAN UPC CODES:   These items are all collectible items for 
many mission groups who are then able to cash them in for cash and/or material gods.  The 
canisters are in the fellowship hall for collection.     Stamps must be trimmed at least ¼” outside 
of stamp.  Campbell’s soup labels must have the fro nt of the label intact to use.  The only 
UPC codes that can be redeemed are those from Spart an labels.  PLEASE SEE SAMPLES OF 
HOW TO TRIM LABELS AND STAMPS ON BOX IN SOCIAL HALL. 

 

Dear Mary Arnsman and prayer partners, 
 

I wish to thank you for your prayers and your faithfulness to the Lord’s 
calling to prayer for those in need. At the time of my great need I was 
very ill and was not sure of my physical abilities and the struggles 
associated with my challenges since my illness started. 
 

My faith in the Lord’s will is strong. I surrender to his plan ultimately, 
even so, prayers are so needed and you stepped in to fulfill that need 
or gap. In doing so I can let you know those prayers were felt and his 
wonders were performed, so thank you for your faithfulness. I ask that 
if you would not mind to continue to do so, for there is still healing 
taking place. I love to talk to Jesus so if there is anything I can bring to 
him in your behalf, please let me know. 
 

May the love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless your and your 
family.      
 

Romans 12:10-14     Thank you, Thomas Casey 
 



                 Many of us give or tithe- 

                              - but how many do bot h?  
                        By Nancy Larsson 

tithe (t�)  noun 

1. one tenth of the annual produce of one's land or of one's annual income, paid as a tax or contribution to support a 
church or its clergy 

gift  (gift)  noun 

1. something given to show friendship, affection, support  

of·fer·ing (ôf�� r i� )  noun 

1. the act of making an offer  

2. something offered; specif.,  

a. a gift or contribution  

b. presentation in worship 

Many of us grew up with the idea of tithing as part of our faith.  The tithe is taught as ten percent of 
your monetary income.  It was common that the first ten percent of your income is supposed to be 
given to your local church.   The tithe is taught as “putting God first” and is a demonstration of 
faithfulness in financial stewardship.  Tithing is to show God that you recognize Him as the source of 
your provision.   

Gifts and or offerings are different than tithes.  An offering is a gift above and beyond the tithe.  
There is a fine line between the two Tithing and Gifts.  A gift is good but it is not tithing.  You can 
give a gift to the homeless, hungry, etc., but that is charity – it is not tithing.  Tithing should be given 
to what provides you with your spiritual growth and strength.  It is important to give gifts of time to 
the poor and to the hurt.  This a terrific thing to do and we should do, but it is also important to 
remember to tithe to the place where you receive your spiritual strength and growth. 

I know many of you are thinking I just can’t afford to tithe at this time, maybe when things get better.  
I am here to tell you times never get better until you put your trust and faith in God and take that step 
and let Him direct your finances.  If you truly believe that he is all powerful and can change any 
circumstance then turning over your money and financial problems to God will be just another 
burden that God can shoulder and bring blessing to you.  God wants you financially independent, 
but he wants you to be dependent on Him.   

God has asked us to give out of our abundance.  God has asked to give out of our joy.  

II Corinthians 9 6-7:  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give - not reluctantly 
or under compulsion for GOD loves a cheerful giver.  

So are you a person who tithes?  A person who gives an offering or gift?  Why not consider trying to 
do both?  The blessings that comes to you will be so powerful that you know only God could have 
been the master of this miracle.  Remember you pay a tithe but you give your offering. Tithing opens 
the windows of heaven to you and your family, but giving an offering determines what comes out of it. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��� �  Remember to update your e-mail  address with the office 
 

 
. 

Dollars and Cents 
 
Did you know?  
  

�  Lawn mowing is done by a lawn service at $65 for the church lawn & $45 for the field 
�  A roll of paper towels costs over $7/ roll 
�  The last electric bill for the church was $361.74 and $86.90 for the parsonage 
�  United Methodist Women pay $480 per year for church postage – thanks UMW! 

 
More facts next month…….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

E-mail the office at HUMC 
 

office@hartfordmethodist.org  

E-mail Pastor Ron 
 

revron@hartfordmethodist.org  

Please pray for 
Bobby Lightner 
as he ships out  
on Nov 5 with the 
US Navy for an 
extended tour. 

 
 
 
 

 

To the family of Jim Patterson 
 

Did you know that you can donate your used 
eyeglasses right here at HUMC? 

 

Look for the Lions Club container on the shelf just 
outside the sanctuary. 

Help Support your Hartford Boy Scouts 
 

Sunday, Nov 4, during coffee hour, the Boy Scouts will  
be taking popcorn orders with delivery on Nov 20. 

 Payment will be due at time of delivery.  

If you are unable to be in church on 
Sunday and wish to place an order, 
please call Assistant Scoutmaster  
Tanya Lewis at 621-3304 



Hartford United Methodist Church 1 st Golf Outing 
By Nancy Larsson 

 
On Saturday September 29th we held the first Church golf outing at Lake Cora Hills Golf Club.  
The Lord graced us with a gorgeous day.  We had twenty two golfers  who came out at 8:00 
a.m. to tee off.  After 18 holes of golf lunch was served by Pam Williams and Karen Williams.  
After Dan Dowd certified the score cards we had the following winners : 

Longest putt at 13’3” was Tom Smith 
Men’s longest drive was Kevin Kent 
Women’s longest drive Jean Baumgartner 
Closest to the line was Dean Baumgartner 
Closest to the pin Dan Dowd 
Lowest score was Kenny Kent and Kevin Kent with a score of 75 
Second lowest score was Renee Rodriguez and Jerry Cox 
Lowest putts with only 24 putts was Dean and Jean Baumgartner 
Highest putts with 37 putts was won by Dave Troutman and Shawn Stockdale 

 
We would like to thank the sponsors for this golf o uting : 

Tom Smith Tractor Sales     Kenny and Cindy Kent 
Rev. Ron and Jan Hansen     Doug and Karen Williams 
Pond View Farm: Bob and Connie Kilburn  Dale and Ronda Kaucher 
Jim and Patsy Meachum     Sinclair Graphics 
Wally and Laura Heuser     Roy and Donna Anderson 
Dowd Systems Administration    Bonita Markillie 
Casey Trucking      John and Pete Laman  
Doris and Bill Austin      MTC Miller – Wholesale distributor 
Wee Angel Day Care     Chemical Bank 
Calvin and Leonard Funeral Home   Tamara Kling Beauty Consultant 
Dick and Max Melvin     Nancy and Gene Larsson  
Angie and Dick Showerman 
Olds and Mackinder Attorney at Law and Lake Michigan Title Company 

 
I would like to give special thanks to Max and Dick Melvin, Dan and Faith Dowd, Scott Sinclair, 
Pam Williams, Karen Williams, Carolyn Lamoreaux, Cindy Kent, Darrin Stockdale, Connie 
Kilburn, and Gene Larsson for all of their help throughout the planning period and for all of the 
help on the day of the event.   
 
The one day event was extremely successful and while the golfers left they were talking about 
next year. The net profits from this event will be divided between the general fund and the 
capital fund.  This net profit for this year is approximately $2000.00 . 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

40th Annual  Christmas Bazaar 
 

Saturday, Nov 3          9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 

Hartford Middle School Gym 
 

Breakfast and Lunch in the Cafeteria 



 
 

 
Hartford United Methodist Church Coordinating Counc il Minutes  October 9, 2007 
 
Pastor’s Report 

a) Nominating Committee will soon be contacting individuals to fill leadership positions in preparation for 
our Annual Church Conference on Nov 8. 

 
Ministry Area Reports  

a) SPPR – Cindy Kent – October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Church Conference is Nov 8, and Pastor 
Ron will provide pictures that highlight this past year’s activities. Employee evaluations have been 
distributed; they are to be returned to Pastor Ron in October, reviewed by SPPR in November, and salary 
recommendations made to Finance Committee in December. The purpose of the evaluations was 
explained after a question by Rosemary. Custodian Pam Bench submitted her resignation to be effective 
October 20, 2007. 

 
b) Outreach – Del Troutman – Pam Williams and her crew served 205 individuals (27 children) at the Sept 

30 Soup Kitchen. Del will be joining Pastor David Hills on a trip to Haiti January 23 – Feb 2, 2008. If 
anyone is interested in this trip see Del ASAP. 

 
c) Education – Kathy Anchor – Elementary youth are meeting every Wednesday at the church with 17 kids 

attending this past week. The group will have games and activities on Oct 17 at the Red Arrow 
Elementary gym. Food is served each week and adult helpers are needed from 5:30-7 pm. Kathy hopes 
to have a 3 month calendar of events prepared soon. The group will not meet Halloween night. The 3rd 
annual “Hay for Jesus,” at the Kent’s, is set for Oct 13. Thanks to Pam Williams who has raised $116.40 
for the youth from the pop can collection on Sunday mornings. 

 
d) Worship and Music – Jessica Mullauer – absent – Rosemary Heinisch reported that our All Saints day 

recognition will be Sunday, Nov 4; we will again feature pictures of those who have died this past year. 
We may do something special for Veteran’s Day on Sunday, Nov 11. The traditional Thanksgiving pot 
luck is planned for Sunday, Nov 18. A 9 pm Christmas Eve service was discussed. 

 
e) UMW – Ronda Kaucher – The Oct meeting was attended by 9 ladies who made pot holder/towel angels 

to be sold at the Christmas bazaar. UMW will again sell Elder Beerman coupon books. Discussion was 
held about the Christmas cookie/soup gifts for shut-ins with the hope of involving the youth in some way. 

 
f) Buildings and Grounds – Dave Kling –The men were very busy assisting Ryan Kent on the Eagle Scout 

project which is now complete (portion of sidewalk and tree roots removed and new concrete poured; 
basketball hoop installed; and old donated shed moved to our site and repaired, both sheds painted, and 
concrete foundation poured for both sheds). The Men’s Group donated $534 towards the concrete for 
this project. This was a great experience for both the scouts and the adults. 
 

g) Finance – Nancy Larsson – Nancy reported that our general fund is still not healthy and a good 
discussion followed. The September Golf Outing earned $2087.90; thanks to all who helped with this 
project. Janet Melvin moved with support from Pam Williams t hat all the proceeds from the golf 
outing remain in the General Fund. Motion carried. 

 
Other Business:  
 
 Ron was dismissed and Bonita led a discussion as to what the Coordinating Council would do for Pastor 

Ron for Pastor Appreciation Month. 
 
Meeting was adjourned.   Respectfully Submitted,  Connie Kilburn, Secretary 

Emmaus Fall Walks  

Men’s Walk Nov 8 -11 in Three Rivers 
Women’s Walk Nov 15 -18 at Milwood UMC in Kalamazoo 

Interested? Visit www.kalamazooemmaus.org or talk to Connie 
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November 8 - Our Church Conference will be held her e at 7 pm – Please plan to attend. 

We have a very active prayer chain 
here at HUMC. If you need prayers or 
would like to pray for those who 
request them just call Del Troutman or 
Mary Arnsman at 621-3663. Those 
who have computers are contacted by 
email; all others will receive a phone 
call with prayer requests. 

Poinsettia Order Form 
 
If you would like to provide a Poinsettia for the altar for Christmas, complete this order form 
and return to Jessica Mullauer or the church office by Sunday, November 18.    Please 
include cash or a check made to Hartford United Methodist Church for your order.  Cost is 
$6.00 per poinsettia.   Poinsettias may be taken with you after the Christmas Eve service.  
  

                  Cash 
Number of Poinsettias _______   $ Amount Included ____________       Check 
 
Your name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
In honor of: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
In memory of: ______________________________________________________________ 
   
  ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Thanks to the Food Pantry  
Wednesday helpers: Brenda Bickers 

 and Stephanie Rockey. 
 

Thanks to Bob & Lisa Kuehnle for 
 their faithful service. 

 

Thanks to you , if you have  
contributed in any way. 

 

We couldn’t operate without our 
wonderful volunteers. 

 

 

Thanks to Pam Williams and those who 
helped provide food or serve at the 

September 30 soup kitchen. 
 

We provided 205 meals (27 children). 
 

Our next opportunity will be on Dec 30. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

   
 

 
 
 

 

Thanksgiving Pot Luck Sunday, Nov 18 
�  Turkey and dressing furnished 
�  Table service & drinks provided 
�  Bring a dish to pass   
�  Immediately following worship 
�  All welcome!! 

 

All Saints Sunday, November 4 
 

Our loved ones who have died this past year will be remembered. 
 

Traditional Thanksgiving food offering – Sunday Nov ember 18 
 

- Bring your food offerings; leave them in bags on a table in the 
social hall. 

- The children will bring them to the altar during the opening hymn. 
- These offerings will help supply our food pantry. 
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The call is out for your singing voice to join up with others and get 
ready for the holidays.  Our “choir” will be singing on the Sunday 
before Thanksgiving (November 18) and on Christmas Sunday 
and Christmas Eve.  Everyone with a voice from youth to adults is 
welcome to come and make some music happen.  We will 
practice on the following Wednesdays at 6:30: 
  November 14  December 12 

November 28  December 19 
December 5 

Jan and I wish to thank this congregation for 
your expressions of kindness during “Pastor 
Appreciation Month.”   
 

The gifts are wonderful but it is your words of 
support that mean everything to us.  We 
continue to thank God for the privilege of 
serving as your pastoral family. 
 

Ron and Jan 



Hartford United Methodist Church 
���������	�
����
����
��
���
���	��������

 
���������	
�������
���
���
��������������� �
!�
����"����������� ����
#�$����
���
�%�����
��&�
"�
��	�
'�� ���
��(��
���
�%�����
��&�
" �
�
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
US Postage 

PAID 
Hartford, MI 49057 

Permit No. 25 
 

KID'S JUST WANT TO HAVE FUN, (o.k. adults too)!  
  
Looking for friends, fun and food?  Our elementary youth group is having all of these 
things on a weekly basis.  Please feel free to join us each Wednesday from 5:30 to 
7:00.  Each week is different and packed with excitement. Bring a friend or two and 
check out what the "buzz" is all about. No need to RSVP, just show up on Wednesday 
at 5:30!!!! 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 
  
ADULTS JUST NEED TO HAVE FUN!  
And we know how to do it.  Our elementary youth group leaders would like to invite 
adults to join the fun on Wednesday evenings.  There is something everyone can do.  
Have an hour or an hour and half once every couple of months, once a month, once 
a week?  We'll take it!  Contact the church (621-4103) or Kathy Anchor (621-2333) to 
find out how!    HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 


