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Date

Time

6:45 pm
7:00 pm
3:00 pm

5:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
10:30 am

10:30 am

7:00 pm

%%& !

Event

UMW Meeting

Worship Committee
Blossom Time with Wally
& Laura Heuser
Elementary Youth

Mother Daughter Banquet
Coordinating Council
Mothers honored during
Worship service

Morning message by
Christine Vanlandingham

SPPR Committee

| read an obituary the other day. Mr. Keyes was a stranger to
me, but for some reason the photo of the man with the gentle
smile caused me to pause as | perused my newspaper.

The article gave the usual details about his 76 years of life;
honorable military service in the Korean war, education,
working career, marriage, his love of sports, time and place of
the funeral service to honor his life. But there were some
comments about his life that | rarely find in other obituaries.

One sentence said that he considered the most important
accomplishment of his life to be the persons he had helped
enter the Kingdom of God. Another line mentioned what he
always said when he was able to fish off of the pier at Lake
Michigan, “Wow, all this beauty and heaven too.”

The last paragraph listed the surviving members of his family;
loving wife, children, grandchildren, and “a host of God'’s
children” including the members of the church he attended.
All were all listed as his next of kin!

Another man’s obituary was right next to the one about Mr.
Keyes. The great loves of this man’s life were also
mentioned: feeding birds, putting puzzles together and
collecting rocks.

What will your obituary say? How will a few paragraphs some
day summarize the years of living that God is giving to you?
Someone will write the words. What will they say?

For myself, | pray that | will leave behind a story of Godly
passions and eternally focused priorities. | would like mine to
read like Mr. Keyes. | wish | had met him. | believe some day
[ will.

Pastor Ron

P. S. Il look for you in church this Sunday. Every Sunday is
a family reunion.



Church Use & Borrowing Church Equipment I

e If you need to use the church facilities for an I-
event we ask that you complete a Building |
Use Request form that you may obtain from I-
Connie in the church office. |-

e If you need to borrow church equipment !

(coffee pot, roaster, etc) please reserve the I:

item ahead-of-time and check it out and back I

in with Connie. We ask for your cooperation

so that the items and facilities will be

available when you need them. I'
o T.albles — only the older brown are loaned out |'
-New tables stay in the building. |.
Birth
Sirthdays
May June
6 Cindy Birmele 3 Shirley Jackson
7 Theresa Bev Hampton
Woodward 5 Sara Stout
10 Stephanie Kaucher 6 Amanda Smith
12 Rev John Hice 10 Mary Hoeckleberg
Aly Kent 12 Jack Rose
13 Lucille Davis James Rockey
Venetia “Pete” Laman 14 Wilson Peters
Pam Williams 15 John Laman
14 Heather Lange Chris Bedwell
Rev. Jerry Selleck 17 Darcel Hildebrand
16 Tommy Lombardo Ricardo Troutman
Tyler Schwerdt Aaron Hunt
17 Alma Mosher 18 Josef Heinisch
Taylor Poirier Carolyn Voogd
19 Louise Wilcoxson 20 Jean Walker
21 Cindy Unrath 21 Althea Carmichael
24 Glen Fulford 22 Amber Tackitt
25 Andrea Birmele 23 Christina
28 Zachary Hayes Hoeckleberg
30 Candy Birmele Dan Davis
Ron Ward 24 Katie Arndt
31 Keith Vann 26 Maxine Melvin
27 Dale Kaucher
29 Bill Weeden
Card of Thanks: “Thanks to all of you for your
prayers and the beautiful flowers. It made all
the difference in the world.” Grandma Pat

Please let the office
know about all high
school and college
graduates. 621-4103

COOKBOOKS:

HUMC cookbooks are available in the church
office or call Del at 621-3663. Cost is $10.
Proceeds at this time benefit the kitchen
renovation fund.

Mother Daughter Banguet
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% Monday, May 8th

6:30 p.m.

Program: “Chalk for Christ” by Rod Snow, a
Christian Chalk Talk Artist & Ventriloquist

Meal & table service provided.
Donations Accepted
Reservations Requested

Call Carolyn at 621-4593, Ronda at 468-3806
or Connie at the church office 621-4103

This should be a fun evening of

entertainment and fellowship.
Come and join us!

| Men are needed to help serve the ladies||




Unjted Methodist
womer

The 2006 program booklets are now available.
You may pick yours up at the May meeting or
from Maureen Cole Nichols and Brenda Melvin.
The program is also available when you visit our
church web site: www.hartfordmethodist.org

Our next meeting will be May 2, 6:45 pm at the
church. Hostesses will Maxine Melvin. Devotions
will be given by Jan Hansen. Our program will be
“Stamping” presented by Del Troutman and
Kathy Anchor.

Child care can be arranged by calling Brenda at
6231-6092.

UMW Upcoming Events

May 2 6:45 pm UMW at the church
Del Troutman and Kathy Anchor

will present a program on Stamping

May 8 Mother Daughter Banquet
Program — Rod Snow/ Chalk Artist
June 13-17  Ladies Day at Gull Lake

Get tickets now. See Brenda or Del
Troutman for ticket information.

June 15-16 Rummage Sale at the church

Jim Evans who died on
April 6, 2006 in Arizona

Mary Webber, daughter
of Jane McGuire, who
died on April 13, 2006

Augusta Bodine, mother
of Mary Birmele who
died on April 22, 2006

Plan Ahead!

UMW Rummage Sale

e Sale - June 15 and 16
e Setup —Junel3 and 14

Extra clean items only.

|| Angie Hill is holding a tea party for her Girl "
Scout troupe on May 20 and needs to
borrow tea pots. )

If you can help contact her
at 621-6066 or chefangela@cheflist.com. |

i 1

Fair Kitchen
The decision has been made -We will

continue operating the fair kitchen at the
Van Buren County Youth Fair on July 17-23.

Please contact Dick Melvin 621-3685 or
Mary Birmele 621-4401 with your offer of help.
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MAY MISSION FOCUS:

The Ana Gonzaga Ecological Center is our May mission focus. Located in the Atlantic Rain Forest, the Ecological Center

serves as a retreat and meeting area for Methodist Pastors and their congregations from around the Rio area. The
Ecological Center has made great efforts the past several years in the reforestation of its 1500 acres in the rain forest, as
well as developing natural remedies for medicinal purposes from the many plant species found there. Please keep this
mission in prayer as well as support it with your gifts this month.

Haiti Hot Lunch $ 86.09

ZOOKING FOR A
MISSION
EXPERIENCE?

We still have 8
openings (we need at
least 2 more guys) for the
short mission trip to the
Midwest Mission
Distribution  Center _in

g Y P SRR | | L DSR , VA _ o

MARCH MISSION OFFERINGS

One Great Hour of Sharing $ 295.67 Friends of LaSaline $ 40.00

REMINDER: Mail your used inkjet cartridges and old cell phones in the
| prepaid postage envelopes available in the narthex. The money received
« from the recycle center goes to the kitchen remodeling.



Continue the exploration of The Da Vinci Code -. ;', &
iy

TRUTH

You are invited to join an Adult Study Group that on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m.
We will listen to some interviews with a few noted experts, and
we will engage in some spirited conversation.

Don’t miss out!

These are the topics for the 9:15 study group and for the pastor’s sermons:

May 7 — Is Jesus the Son of God?

May 14 — What'’s the role of women in Christianity?

We Are Still Collecting!

Cancelled stamps %@N
Pop can tabs
General Mills Educaion Labels

Campbell’'s Soup Labels @(
Spartan UPC Codes

These items are all collectible items for
many mission groups who are then able to
cash them in for cash and/or material
goods. The canisters are in the fellowhip
hall for collection.

Visit our web site
www.hartfordmethodist.org

Church e-mail: office@hartfordmethodist.org
Pastor e-mail: revron@hartfordmethodist.org




Our students were very busy preparing for Good Friday and Easter.

The liturgical dance presented at the Good Friday service was an amazing and powerful experience.
Pastor Ron mentioned that the service at our church was the best one anywhere
in the United States. He just might be right about that.
We thank the members of the youth group for helping
make the service one none of us will ever forget.

The premier of the youth group video on Easter Sunday was a moment that
brought our church to spontaneous applause. Great job kids!
Thanks to you, everyone in church found Easter.

A number of our middle school girls will be attending a youth conference
May 5-6 at Indiana Wesleyan University.

There’s talk about something very special coming in June.
What is ICHTHUS? Why do 20,000 other students want
to be camping in a field in Kentucky when they hear
this strange sounding word?

Parents make sure your middle and senior high kids know

about the great things happening in our church.
Call Becca Hunt at 621-3796.

Elementary Youth

Children in grades 1- 5 are invited to our next activity

on Sunday, May 7, at 5:00 p.m.

We have a great time!

Sunday School Classes for all age groups at 9:15 am

Junior Church for elementary children at 10:30 am

Nursery Care from 9 am to Noon every Sunday




