
 
 
 
 

 

Hartford United Methodist Church  �  425 E Main Street, Hartford, MI 49057 
Pastor Ronald Hansen  �  269 621-4103 Church  �  269 621-3796 Parsonage 

2007 Newsletter � � � May � � � 
 
From the Pastor 
 
Measurements.  Now, there’s a subject for a boring conversation.  Except for one fact; you can’t 
go through a single day without measuring many things.   
 

• How many cups of flour does that recipe call for? 
• What’s the temperature outside today? 
• How far of a drive is that? 
• Did you see how much the price of gas went up today? 
• What time is it? 
• How much did the new baby weigh? 
• Did you measure that board before you started cutting? 
• You paid how much for those shoes? 
• How much do we have left in the checking account? 
• Darling, do you think I look fat? 
• May I see your report card? 
• Doctor, are my test results back yet? 

 
All day long we make decisions based on many forms of measurement.  But there is one area of 
life absolutely essential to all of us and it defies our need to measure or quantify it. 
 

Do you love me?  How much? 
 
It’s a challenging question.  The answer can make or break a relationship. 
True lovers know that their answer will be too limited, for you cannot easily measure the 
devotion of a loving heart.  Broken lovers know that the answer is more painful than they can 
bear. 

The Apostle Paul tries to help us understand how much God loves us.  

“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, 

together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 

love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be 

filled to the measure of all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:17b-19).  

Hold onto the truth of that measurement.  It will get you through every day. 

Pastor Ron  

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Help us be aware of        

 all graduates.  Please call the office with the name your 
 high school and/or college graduate. 

Tuesday 
May 1 

 
6:45 pm 

 
UMW at the Church 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Child Care 

Wednesday 
May 2 

 
7:00 pm 

 
EPIC Small Group 

 

 
Sunday 
May 13 

 
9:15 am 

10:30 am 
9 am – Noon Mother’s Day & 

Confirmation 
 

Thursday 
May 3 

 
7 pm 

 
Worship Committee 

Wednesday 
May 16 

 
7:00 pm 

 
EPIC Small 
Group 

Sunday 
May 6 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

9 am – Noon 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Child Care 

 

Saturday 
May 19 

 
11:30 am 

 
Lavender and 
Lace Luncheon  

Sunday 
May 6 

 
5:00 pm 

 
Elementary Youth 

 

Sunday 
May 20 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

9 am – Noon 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Child Care 

Monday 
May 7 

 
6:30 pm 

Mother Daughter 
Banquet 

Sunday 
May 20 

 
6:00 pm 

 
3rd Sunday 
Youth 

Tuesday 
May 8 

 
7:00 pm 

Coordinating 
Council 

Monday 
May 21 

 
7:00 pm 

 
SPPR 

Wednesday 
May 9 

 
7:00 pm 

 
EPIC Small Group 

Wednesday 
May 23 

 
7:00 pm 

 
EPIC Small 
Group 

  

Sunday 
May 27 

9:15 am 
10:30 am 

9 am – Noon 

Sunday School 
Worship Service 
Child Care 

May 
 6 Cindy Birmele 
 7 Theresa Woodward 
 10 Stephanie Kaucher 
 12 Rev. John Hice 
  Aly Kent 
 13 Lucille Davis 
  Venetia “Pete” Laman
  Pam Williams 
 14 Heather Lange 
  Rev. Jerry Selleck 
  Tommy Lombardo 
 17 Alma Mosher 
  Taylor Poirier 
 19 Louise Wilcoxson 
 21 Cindy Unrath 
 24 Glen Fulford 
 25 Andrea Birmele 
 28 Zack Hayes 
 30 Candy Birmele 
  Ron Ward 
 31 Keith Vann 

 
 
 
• Next meeting – Tuesday, May 1, 2007 
• Meet at 6:45 pm at the church 
• Hostess:  Bonita Markillie 
• Devotions: Pete Laman 
• Program:  Rada Cutlery, Pam Bench 

  Items will be available for purchase 
 

Looking ahead – Rummage Sale - June 14 & 15 
Donations accepted that week only. 

 

United Methodist Men - - - Every Wednesday 
 

6:30 pm Work Group - - - - 8:00 pm Study Group 
 

All men are welcome and encouraged to attend. 



 
REMINDER:  Mail your used inkjet 
cartridges and old cell phones in the 
prepaid postage envelopes available 
in the narthex.   The money received 
from the recycle center goes to the 
kitchen remodeling. 

COOKBOOKS: 
HUMC cookbooks are available in the 
church office or call Del at 621-3663. 
Cost is $10. Proceeds at this time 
benefit the kitchen renovation fund 

 
CANCELLED STAMPS, POP CAN 

TABS, GENERAL MILLS 
EDUCATION LABELS, 

CAMPBELL’S SOUP LABELS, 
SPARTAN UPC CODES: 

 
These items are all collectible items 
for many mission groups who are 
then able to cash them in for cash 

and/or material goods.  The canisters 
are in the fellowship hall for 

collection. 
 

PLEASE SEE SAMPLES OF HOW 
TO TRIM LABELS AND STAMPS 

ON BOX IN SOCIAL HALL 

The milk can is back! Turn your dollars into funds for 
 the parking lot paving fund. Look for it in the social hall. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
   
 
 
 

  
   

 

 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY 

HUMC will be hosting a mission trip again this summer to Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
(MMDC) in Chatham, Illinois.  Chatham is just a few miles south of Springfield.   MMDC is a 
warehouse that collects and distributes items such as flood buckets, health kits, sewing kits, 
birthing kits, and many other amenities needed as a result of natural disasters.  They also send 
supplies to assist the less fortunate in economically challenged in the USA as well as other parts 
of the world.    

The Fulfords and Troutmans have a visit scheduled with MMDC from Sunday, August 19th to 
Wednesday, August 22nd.  You are invited to join us on this trip.  There are currently 12 spots 
to be filled so if you would like to go, please let Del or Jan know ASAP.  Cost is $12 per night 
per person for lodging and $50 per person that is paid to MMDC for materials/supplies during 
the stay.   If anyone would like to take a motor home, there is sewer and electric hook-ups.   The 
only other costs will be to share the costs for food and gas, and your entry fees to any Lincoln 
sites you may wish to visit. 

Missions 
 
 

MAY MISSION FOCUS 

Our May mission focus will be Harbor Harvest Urban 

Ministry located in Peace Temple UMC in Benton 

Harbor.  Harbor Harvest is a mission in our own 

backyard that provides after school tutoring programs 

during the school year as well as summer youth 

beautification and gardening programs for the inner city 

children of Benton Harbor.  Please keep Harbor Harvest 

Urban Ministry in your prayers and support it  

with your gifts during May. 

 
We express our sympathy to the family of Bob 
Markillie. Bob’s memorial service was held here 

on Monday, April 16 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL SINGLE WOMEN 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 19, 11:30 am  

Lavender & Lace Luncheon 
 All the single women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend.   

Please call the office (621-4103) with your reservation by May 14th. 

Transportation provided if needed, let us know when you RSVP 

No charge for the luncheon 

Entertainment provided 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, May 7th at 6:30 pm 

Meal and place setting will be provided. 

Barbara Crandall, a well-known ventriloquist, will present the program. 

Sign up at the church or call the church office by May 1st with the number attending. 

Donations will be accepted. 

All ladies of our church are encouraged to attend. 

If you don’t have a mother, grandmother or daughter that 

 can attend, come and bring a friend. 

 

Valerie Mossman will be accompanying a 

director of FELIPRO, the women's 

program in Haiti that produces cards. 

They will be visiting HUMC on Sunday, 

May 13th and presenting their program 

to the adult Sunday School classes at 

9:15.  Please feel free to join us for this 

informative class 



 
 
 
 
Thanks again for all the recent donations to the Cooperating Ministries food pantry. 
 

The need in our community is growing; during the first quarter of 2006 we served 55 
families and in 2007 we have served 128 families. 
 

Your help is appreciated. Place all donations in the 
grocery cart located in the social hall every Sunday 
morning. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
From Glen Deisler (Jan’s Dad) 

 
Dear Hartford Friends, 

 
Once again I wish to thank you for  

your prayer support.  
 

It’s truly amazing how far-reaching our Family of 
God is. It crosses all denominational barriers,  

and in Him we all are one. 
 

Twelve chemo treatments and all will be well.  
May God bless you all. 

 
From Grandma Pat, 

 
Just a note to say Thank You for the wonderful 

experience I have had while I was here.  
 

My life was blessed when I became part  
of this church family. 

 
I can’t thank you enough for the love and 

kindness you all have shown me. 
 

All of you are wonderful and I will miss you  
very much. God Bless you. 

Cooperating Ministries Food Pantry 

     
 

Month 
Families 
 Served 

  2006 2007 

     
January 22 45 
February 14 41 
March 19 42 
April 17   
May 40   
June 19   
July 23   
August 25   
September 29   
October 32   
November 42   
December 35   

Total 
 Families 317 128 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

January February March

Families Served - 2006 & 2007

2006 2007



Church Camp 

Attending church camp can be an important part of a young person’s spiritual journey. We are 
fortunate to have excellent United Methodist camps and youth who are interested in attending this 

summer. Please consider making a donation to help fund this special week for our children. 

Please write Camp on your gift 

Hartford United Methodist Church 
425 East Main Street 
Hartford, MI 49057 

 
Rev. Ronald  W HansenRev. Ronald  W HansenRev. Ronald  W HansenRev. Ronald  W Hansen    
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             Lenten Offering                 “EPIC” Small Group Discussion 
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We will dig deeper into the saga of the 
“EPIC” as a theme for our worship services 
during the Sundays of May.  There will be a 
great opportunity to better learn this material 

with a group that continues to meet on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

Contact Pastor Ron for more information 

 
…. “and a little child shall lead them.” Isaiah 11:6 
 

The elementary children in Mrs. Hansen’s 
Sunday School class designated their Lenten 

offering to the Food Pantry. They collected $54. 
 

A special thanks to these children and their 
teachers, Mrs. Hansen and Mrs. Markillie. 


