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Pastor Ronald Hansen 269 621-4103 Church 269 621-3796 Parsonage 91
2008 Newsletter March

From the Pastor

Did you hear the news? The economy is in trouble! The economists and politicians say we
might be in a recession. Ben Bernanke, the chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, says the
economy is slowing down and inflation is speeding up. "Should high rates of overall inflation
persist, the possibility also exists that inflation expectations could become less well anchored.”
Uh, thank you for your explanation, Mr. Bernanke. | feel better now.

Many of you who read this monthly pastoral blog have very real and personal experiences with
this bad news economy. We don’t need many TV talking heads to tell us about the high cost of
everything, mortgage foreclosures, or unemployment rates. We're wrestling with reality every
day.

Your elected friends in Washington want us all to hang on a little longer because help is on the
way. An economic stimulus package is coming! If | understand it correctly, our government is
going to send us all some “free money”. They will borrow $170 billion dollars from mainly
foreign investors and add this money to over $9 trillion dollars of previous debt. Did you know
the national debt goes up $1 million dollars every minute? Send the IRS a check today for
$30,000 and your personal share will be paid. Send it tomorrow and it will cost you more.

God has a tried and true economic stimulus package. It is well stated by the Old Testament
prophet in Malachi 3:10.

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food
in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, "and see
if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so
much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.

The divine challenge comes in the middle of a larger context where God takes to task the
people of Israel for their misplaced money priorities, their unwillingness to trust Him first and
most, and their lack of faithful worship.

Isn’t it ironic? Many of us who call ourselves Christians seem to put more trust in economic
eggheads than we do in the inspired Word of God. It is another indictment regarding the
powerlessness of the church today. We do not believe or practice our own Scriptures.

Perhaps the words of God spoken by a prophet 2400 years ago would make a better news
headline for all of us tonight. God’s promises are more reliable than a politician telling you the
check is in the mail.

Pastor Ron
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Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School ! ]
Mar 2 10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care March 2008 |
Tuesday United Methodist SMTWTF S
Mar 4 6:45 pm Women 1
Wed Elementary Youth
Mar 5 5:30 -7 pm At the cr)llurch 2 3456178
Wed 7 pm Worship Committee 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Mar 5
Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Mar 9 10:30 am Worship Service 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
10 am — Noon Child Care
e 30 31
Tuesday Coordinating
Mar 11 7:00 pm Council
Wed Elementary Youth
Mar12 | ©:30-7pm At the church
Palm 9:15 am Sunday School Patm &
Sunday 10:30 am Worship Service G\, e :
Mar 16 | 10 am — Noon Child Care Sunday 5 Emily Green_man
Sunday 37 Sunday 6 Kprey Manning
Mar 16 6:00 pm Youth 7 Bill Moore
Wed Elementary Youth 8 Sharon Vann
Mar19 | 5:30—-7pm At the church 10 Florence Lauck
Thurs 6:30 pm Maundy Thursday 10 Cathy Moore
Mar 20 Seder 12 Erma Williams
Good Fri 9:30 am Good Friday 13 Iris Troutman
Mar 21 Breakfast 14 Pam Bench
Good Fri 7:00 pm Good Friday 14 Bob Kilburn
Mar 21 Service 15 Laura Gale
Easter 9:15am Sunday School 19 Jim Brumitt
Sunday 10:30 am Worshlp Service 19 Joyce Carmichael
Mar 23 | 10 am — Noon Child Care 19 Sophia Tarintino
Wed _ Elementary Youth 21 Jan Eulford
Mar 26 | °:30-7pm At the church
Sun 9:15 am Sunday School 22 Duane Hafer
Mar 30 10:30 am Worship Service 24 Anne Rockey
10 am — Noon Child Care 25 Donna Anderson
Sun 9 am — 1pm Serve at 28 Cindy Howard
Mar 30 Soup Kitchen 28 Nancy Hathaway
Monday 29 Kathryn Poirier
Mar 31 7:00 pm SPPR 30 Myra Weberg

) Meorch EBvents

United Methodist Women

Tuesday, March 4 6:45 pm Every Wednesday
Hostess: Carolyn Voogd

Devotions: Ronda Kaucher 6:30 pm Work Group
Program:  Tsunami Relief Work 8:00 pm Study Group

Rev Jesse Clements All men are welcome.




Seder Meal | Fiday Breakfst

Thursday, March 20, 2008

6:30 pm Friday, March 21, 2008
Cost: $4.00 9:30 am
Reservations by March16 Speaker: Christine Vanlandingham

Good Friday Service Easter Sunday Service

Sunday School:  9:15 am
Friday, March 21, 2008  7:00 pm Worship: 10:30 am
Child Care: 9 am - Noon

If you would like to provide a Lily for the altar on
Easter Sunday, return this form to

Jessica Mullauer or Connie in the office. Thursday, March 20, 6:30 pm

Deadline: March9  Cost: $6 $4.00 per person

Number of Easter Lilies

Your Name Attending
In Honor of
Cash or Check
Amount (circle one)
Enclosed

In Memory of

Number Name E




Prayer Chaim

We have a very active prayer chain here at HUMC. If you need prayers or
would like to pray for those who request them just call Del Troutman or Mary
Arnsman at 621-3663. Those who have computers are contacted by email; all
others will receive a phone call with prayer requests.

Food Pantry Thanks

Thanks to the
Food Pantry
Wednesday helpers:

Mike Colegio .
Bob & Shirley Hall www.westmichiganconference.org

Brenda Bickers

Quick Link: Camping
Brochures Now Available in the Office

News Briefs from Due to Snow!
© © Py N A
Coordinating Council “March 11

UMW is looking for 1 or 2 individuals to chair the annual
! June Rummage Sale

Please see Ronda Kaucher if you are willing to help

Choir Rehersal for
C91’d of Thenks Good Friday and Easter

A special thanks to Kim, Delberta, Wednesdays
and all of those who were able to March 5
adopt a family in need for the March 12
holidays. March 19

| am glad your church has always 6:30 — 7:30 pm
been so supportive to the Hartford
Community.

You make a difference! % Benefit Fund Raiser — Mar 15 —10 am to 6 pm

Hartford High School and Middle School

Thanks again for Sweet & Bjorkman families

Monica, Tri-County Head Start : Spaghetti Dinner — Carnival — Silent Auction — More Fun




MARCH MISSION FOCUS:

Our mission focus for March is Midwest
Mission Distribution Center in Chatham,
lllinois. MMDC is in great need of a delivery
truck and has been taking [
donations toward the &"T
purchase of a good, used box

truck. Currently they are renting trucks for
large loads several times a year, and the
need for a delivery truck is steadily
increasing. MMDC does not borrow money
so they appeal to the churches to help with
this fund. Our goal is to raise $300 to help
with this project. Please keep this MMDC in
your prayers, and support it with your gifts
this month.

THANK YOU:

Thank you from Sister Paulette who lives
next door, and Virginia Bell who manages
the Wesley Boys Home in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti. Also, thank you from Brother Tony
of Holy Angels Orphanage. We had taken
an offering in December and designated it
for Holy Angels Orphanage, but after visiting
Wesley Boys Home, the money was divided
between the two orphanages. Your offering
was $287 and monies given to Del for the
trip were also given from HUMC totaling
almost $400. Thank you to everyone who
donated these funds. Both orphanages
struggle with daily living expenses in
providing care for 27 boys at Wesley Boys
Home, and 15 at Holy Angels where most of
the children are handicapped, some with
hydrocephalus.  More information about
these orphanages will follow this year.

COOKBOOKS:

A reminder that cookbooks make
nice gifts, and can be purchased
through the office for $10.

REMINDER:

Mail your used inkjet cartridges and old
cell phones in the prepaid postage
envelopes available in the narthex. Put your
used cartridge in an envelope and mail, the
postage is already paid. The money
received from the recycle center goes to the
kitchen remodeling.

CANCELLED STAMPS, POP CAN TABS,
GENERAL MILLS EDUCATION LABELS,
CAMPBELL’'S SOUP LABELS, SPARTAN
UPC CODES: These items are all
collectible items for many mission groups
who are then able to cash them in for cash
and/or material gods. The canisters are in
the fellowship hall for collection. Stamps
must be trimmed at least ¥4’ outside of
stamp. Campbell's soup labels must
have the front of the label intact to use.
The only UPC codes that can be
redeemed are those from Spartan labels.
PLEASE SEE SAMPLES OF HOW TO
TRIM LABELS AND STAMPS ON BOX IN
SOCIAL HALL.
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To my Church Family,

Thank you for your prayers, cards, calls and
true caring for me. I'm doing very well, have
a ways to go before | can walk good enough
to get back to church.

Thanks to the Wednesday night youth for
their visit and goodies.

| hope to see you all soon.

Love you all, Mary Birmele

E-mail the office at HUMC

office@hartfordmethodist.org

E-mail Pastor Ron

revron@ hartfordmethodist.org




Hartford United Methodist Church

Newsletter

Youth Netes

ELEMENTARY YOUTH

Our Elementary youth meet on Wednesdays
from 5:30 to 6:30 . Each week is different and
packed with excitement.

Friends are invited.

No need to RSVP, just show up on
Wednesday at 5:30!!!!

Adults (even if you don’'t have a child attending)
are welcome and encouraged to help! Contact
the church (621-4103) or Kathy Anchor (621-
2333) to find out how! :

Join us for the fun, fellowship and food!

3rd SUNDAY YOUTH

Middle & High school youth will meet at the
church on Sunday, March 16

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage
PAID
Hartford, Ml 49057
Permit No. 25

Dollars and Cents

Did you know?

We have spent over $1,200 on
heating equipment repairs in the last
few months

We were required by the State to
have our 5 boilers inspected at a
cost of $40 each (required every 3

years from now on)

Garbage Disposal costs are $67.25
per month for the church and
parsonage

We have not paid anything for
snowplowing this winter thanks to
the school, Dave Kling, Brian Casey
and Bob Kilburn




