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Date
June

1,2,3,4
4
4

6

7
11

13-14

15-16

15-18
18

19

26

Time

9:00 am
10:30 am

6:45 pm

7:00 pm
10:30 am

All day

All Day

10:30 am

10:00 am

7:00 pm

Event

Annual Conference

Grad/Youth Breakfast
Graduates Recognized
in Worship Service
UMW Meeting

Worship Committee
Christian Band
“Reconciliation” during
Worship service
Rummage Sale set-up
UMW Rummage Sale
Youth Attend ICHTHUS
Music Festival in KY
Father’s Day, fathers
recognized in worship
Jim Evans Memorial
Service

SPPR Meeting

Ketchup Bottle Lessons June 2006

Is there anything to be learned from a
ketchup bottle? To be more specific, can .}’
a ketchup bottle teach you anything about
your relationship with God?

Silly questions? Perhaps, but maybe a couple of points
about Christian living could be made by pondering the
ubiquitous condiment.

If you are a fan of Garrison Keiller's radio program, you
know he has a weekly skit about ketchup. The joke is
that ketchup has “a natural mellowing agent” that helps
a person remain calm in the chaos of life. Not really.

Is there a lesson in the thickness of the sauce?
Remember when ketchup only came in glass bottles.
Years ago there was a ketchup commercial that sang a
ditty about anticipation. The value of the ketchup was
better because you had to wait so long for the thick
ketchup to come out of the bottle.

Well, we are rightly taught that patience is a life virtue.
Patience is tied to words like trust and hope. Romans
12:12 tells us, “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer.” After all, sometimes God answers
our prayers with the word “wait.”

We have a ketchup bottle in our refrigerator right now
that teaches a great lesson about faith in God. The
label boldly proclaims, “Taste and Believe!” The label
is right. The real value of the ketchup is only found in
tasting the flavor. It does no good staying in the bottle.

King David got it right when he wrote in Psalm 34:8,
“Taste and see that the Lord is good.” Every day lived
as an obedient follower of Jesus is a day to know and
experience the goodness of God.

Some faith lessons do not have to be learned out of
serious trials and profound insight. These next months
of warm weather should bring many opportunities for
you to pick up a bottle of ketchup. Perhaps you will
pause over your hot dog or hamburger and remember
with a smile how good God is in your living.

Enjoy your summer. Pass the ketchup and I'll see you
in church.
Pastor Ron
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A memorial service for John Rose, son of Jack
& Peggy Rose, was held on May 13, 2006

A memorial service for Jim Evans will be held
on June 19, 2006 at 10 am in our sanctuary,
and a luncheon will follow in the social hall at
11 am. Internment will take place at Fort
Custer National Cemetery in the afternoon.

Birthdays

10
12

14
15

17

18

20
21
22
23

24
26
27
29

June

Shirley Jackson
Bev Hampton
Sara Stout
Amanda Smith
Mary Hoeckleberg
Jack Rose

James Rockey
Wilson Peters
John Laman

Chris Bedwell
Darcel Hildebrand
Ricardo Troutman
Aaron Hunt

Josef Heinisch
Carolyn Voogd
Jean Walker
Althea Carmichael
Amber Tackitt
Christina
Hoeckleberg

Dan Davis

Katie Arndt
Maxine Melvin
Dale Kaucher

Bill Weeden

O N

16
19
20

21
22

24
25
29
31

July

Harold Walker III
Pam Ward

Tina Tackett
Amanda Schuld
Darla Strong
Katie Schuld
Kaden Tackett
Dee Hillock
Brenda Melvin
Jennifer Greenman
Wilson Peters
Nicole Weberg
Connie Brown
Kaitlyn Lange
Laura Busch
Anthony Carpenter
Patti Ruggio
Esther Colegio
Lisa Buddemeier
Jerrod Birmele
Art Bench

Ronda Kaucher
Pat Drake

Carrie Metz

Graduation!

Heather Hill
Katie Lange
David Reed
Jessica Ruggio
Thalles Santos
(Ray & DiAnn Birmele’s exchange student)
Bethany Smith
Kevin Walker
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Angelah Hill

Associate degree — Computer Information Systems
Southwestern Michigan College

Stephanie Kaucher
Doctorate of Pharmacy
University of Michigan

(Daughter of Dale & Ronda Kaucher)

Atanas Zlatarov
B.S Electrical Engineering
Michigan Technological University
(Bob & Connie Kilburn’s exchange student)
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We offer our sincere congratulations to
each one of our graduates!
R R R R R R R

COOKBOOKS:

HUMC cookbooks are available in the
church office or call Del at 621-3663. Cost
is $10. Proceeds at this time benefit the
kitchen renovation fund.
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Our next meeting will be June 6, 6:45 pm at
the church. Hostesses will Rosemary
Heinisch and Connie Kilburn. Devotions will
be given by Tammy Kling. Our program will
be about Emmaus.

Child care can be arranged by calling
Brenda at 621-6092.

UMW Upcoming Events

June 6 June meeting at the church
June 13-17 Ladies Day at Gull Lake

June 15-16 Rummage Sale at the church

The UMW schedule is available when you
visit our church web site:
www.hartfordmethodist.org.

UMW Rummage Sale

e Sale - June 15 and 16
e Setup—Junel3 and 14

Extra clean items only.
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o If you need to use the church facilities for an Il
|| event we ask that you complete a Building
Use Request form that you may obtain from

|| Connie in the church office. Il
e If you need to borrow church equipment
|| (coffee pot, roaster, etc) please reserve the
item ahead-of-time and check it out and back

|| in with Connie. We ask for your cooperation ||
so that the items and facilities will be
available when you need them. Il
|| e Tables — only the older brown are loaned out
-New tables stay in the building.
L — S— S— S— S— S— S— S— J

Van Buren County Youth Fair runs from
July 17-23.
We will again be serving food and providing ice
for all fair attendees.

We need workers at the fair grounds and in our
kitchen back at the church.
Please contact Dick Melvin 621-3685 or
Mary Birmele 621-4401 with your offer of help.

Office Hours are changing for the summer!

New hours for June, July, August are:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
9 am - Noon
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Want to stay up-to-date on anything and
everything about your church? Point your
internet journey over to
www.hartfordmethodist.org
and you will be in the know.

Church e-mail: office@hartfordmethodist.org
Pastor e-mail: revron@hartfordmethodist.org

Keep up on local events at
www.hartfordmi.com
They have added a link to
our site from the Hartford
business directory.
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LOOKING FOR A
MISSION
EXPERIENCE?

We still have 8

REMINDER: Mail your used inkjet cartridges and old cell phones in the
prepaid postage envelopes available in the narthex. The money received
from the recycle center goes to the kitchen remodeling.

openings (we need at
least 2 more guys) for the
short mission trip to the
Midwest Mission

~

We Are Still Collecting!

Cancelled stamps - Pop can tabs - Spartan UPC Codes
General Mills Educaion Labels - Campbell’s Soup Labels

These items are all collectible items for many mission groups who are then

able to cash them in for cash and/or material goods.
The canisters are in the fellowhip hall for collection.

A Summer of Sundays




June 4 and a Recognition of Graduates ~=MTRATULATIONS

PENTECOST r=a

June 11
The Christian band “Reconciliation” will be our

very special guests. Our church is in for a musical
treat as this talented group ministers to us. A
special offering will be taken during the service to
make it possible for the band to be in Hartford

during this “Strawberry Festival” weekend.

July 9

Offering of Praise Sunday. Each year this Sunday is one of our best as we feature the wonderful

talents of our own members and friends. We are looking for your
talent offering of vocal or instrumental music (solo or ensemble),
poetry or prose composition, drama, hobby display; anything that

: you can do that will honor God. Let the Jessica Mullauer or Pastor

Ron or church office know about your offering.

August 13
Church of the Lawn. Pray for good weather so that we can take our

Sunday praise and worship outdoors. Plan on a great time of fellowship at

the Sunday brunch afterwards.

August 27
We will end our summer of Sundays with a unique service celebrating God’s gift

of humor. We're calling this last Sunday in August the “Sunday Funnies”

e & & because we pray you will find plenty of reasons to laugh and smile.
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Sunday School Classes had ended until September 10 — see you then!

Thank You,

@

We want to thank our teachers for their faithful ministry.

Jan Hansen — Elementary
Rebecca Hunt — Middle School
Kathy Anchor — High School and Education Chairperson
Del Troutman — Women'’s Class
Pastor Ron — The Pastor’s Class

JUNI hurch

Junior Church which is held during worship will continue for the summer.

Special thanks to Butch and Sandy Drumm

Youth News

ICHTHUS or Bust

Hartford UMC middle school and high school youth are getting ready to hit the road June 15-18. Their
destination is a large open field south of Lexington, Kentucky where they plan to meet about 20,000 other
youth from across the U.S. Everyone will be camping out to be a part of the incredible Christian music
festival ICHTHUS. The reward for the journey will be three days of the best of the best in contemporary
Christian music and great Christian teaching. This is a not-to-miss life changing opportunity. Cash ($$$$)
donations to help the youth reach their Kentucky destination without “busting” will be gratefully accepted.

Contact Pastor Ron or Becca Hunt for more information.

Summer Activities for Children

We are working on our plans for a busy summer of activities for QQEE’ &on
VIBISI children. Stay tuned for announcements about
Vacation Bible School, swim outings, and more.




