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From the Pastor 
 

Cheap substitute.  Counterfeit.  There is never a shortage of supply when it 
comes to cheap substitutes or counterfeits trying to pass for the real thing.   
 

Look at the “stuff” we buy.  The product looks good in the box, but there is 
little quality on the inside.  And it all seems to be made in China.  In fact, 
China produces almost all of the counterfeit items in the world; cheap fakes 
of the genuine product.   
 
What about matters of religion?  Sadly, there has never been a recession in 
the business of peddling cheap substitutes for our relationship with God. 
 

The internet is a hot market place for religious junk.  For example, you can go to a website 
offering “the heaven or hell quiz.”  After answering a series of questions regarding past 
behaviors, you leave your name and address and soon will get an email reply informing you of 
your eternal destiny.  Be careful.  The same people behind this nonsense once offered a site to 
help you determine if you are stupid! 
 

A church in Florida has been overwhelmed with responses to their new web site, 
www.ivescrewedup.com.  Yes, now you can make a confession of your sins online so all of the 
world can read about them too.  If you go to the site, you will notice that first you must read a 
page of legal disclaimers regarding liability and no guarantees before you can make your 
confession or read everyone else’s litany of sins. 
 
Let’s not even talk about some of the TV preachers! 
 

Cheap substitutes.  Counterfeits.  Why are we so gullible?  I suspect we like to think we got 
away with buying a Rolex watch for the price of a Timex.  And why are we upset when the 
cheap watch stops ticking after the first licking?  Well, instead of a steal of a deal, it turns out we 
were the one who got ripped off.  Those words about getting what you pay for come back to 
haunt us. 
 
Offers of cheap grace and man-made concoctions are never a bargain for your soul.  You get 
what was paid for.  Thank God the cross of Jesus Christ which purchased your salvation says 
“made on Calvary.”  It will never say “made in China.”  Forgiveness is found “on your knees” and 
never at a web-site. 
 

Enjoy the good days of summer and remember your church is open every Sunday.    
 

Pastor Ron 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer of Sunday’s 
 

July 1 - Praise Sunday Aug 5 – Church on the Lawn Aug 26 – Sunday Funnies 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 
June 3 

9:30 am Graduation/older 
youth breakfast 

Wednesday 
June 13 

9 am – 5 pm Rummage Sale 
Set up 

Sunday 
June 3 

10:30 am 
10 am – Noon 

Worship Service 
Child Care 

Wednesday 
June 13 

Youth leave for ICHTHUS 
Music Festival 

Sunday 
June 3 

 
5:00 pm 

 
Elementary Youth 

Thursday 
June 14 

9 am – 5 pm Rummage Sale 
 

Tuesday 
June 5 

6:45 pm United Methodist 
Women 

Friday 
June 15 

9 am – 4 pm Rummage Sale 
 

Wednesday 
June 6 

 
7 pm 

 
Worship Committee 

Sunday 
June 17 

10:30 am 
10 am – Noon 

Worship Service 
Child Care 

Sunday 
June 10 

10:30 am 
10 am – Noon 

Worship Service 
Child Care 

Monday 
June 18 

 
7:00 pm 

 
SPPR 

Tuesday 
June 12 

7:00 pm Coordinating 
Council 

Sunday 
June 24 

10:30 am 
9 am – Noon 

Worship Service 
Child Care 

Tuesday 
June 12 

6-9 pm Rummage sale 
drop off 

June 24- 
June 28 

6 - 8 pm Vacation Bible 
School 

June 
 

 3 Shirley Jackson 
  Bev Hampton 
 6 Amanda Smith 
  Jason Betts 
 10 Mary Hoeckleberg 
 11 Melinda Conley 
 12 Jack Rose 
  James Rockey 
 14 Wilson Peters 
 15 John Laman 
 17 Darcel Hildebrand 
  Ricardo Troutman 
  Aaron Hunt 
 18 Josef Heinisch 
  Carolyn Voogd 
 20 Jean Walker 
 21 Althea Carmichael 
 22 Amber Tackett 
 23 Christina Hoeckleberg
  Dan Davis 
 24 Katie Arndt 
 26 Maxine Melvin 
 27 Dale Kaucher 
 29 Bill Weeden 
 

 
 
 
• Next meeting – Tuesday, June 5, 2007 
• Meet at 6:45 pm at the church 
• Hostess:  Brenda Melvin 
• Devotions: Carolyn Voogd 
• Program:  Pregnancy Care Center 

 

 

United Methodist Men –  
Every Wednesday 

 
6:30 pm Work Group - - - - 8:00 pm Study Group 

 

All men are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

June 3, 2007 
9:30 am - Graduate/older youth breakfast 

10:30 am - Graduates will be recognized during worship 

Congratulations 
    Mary Hoeckleberg         Katie Stout          

Bethany Woodward       Krystin Weberg 
 



 
REMINDER:  Mail your used inkjet 
cartridges and old cell phones in the 
prepaid postage envelopes available 
in the narthex.   The money received 
from the recycle center goes to the 
kitchen remodeling. 

COOKBOOKS: 
HUMC cookbooks are available in the 
church office or call Del at 621-3663. 
Cost is $10. Proceeds at this time 
benefit the kitchen renovation fund 

 
Cancelled Stamps, Pop Can Tabs, 
General Mills Education Labels, 

Campbell’s Soup Labels, Spartan 
Upc Codes: 

 

These items are all collectible items 
for many mission groups who are 
then able to cash them in for cash 

and/or material goods.  The canisters 
are in the fellowship hall for 

collection. 
 

Please See Samples Of How To 
Trim Labels And Stamps On Box In 

Social Hall 

The milk can is back! Turn your dollars into funds for 
 the parking lot paving fund. Look for it in the social hall. 

 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
       
  
 
 

 
  

   
 

 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY 
The Fulfords and Troutmans have a visit scheduled with Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
from Sunday, August 19th to Wednesday, August 22nd.   

You are invited to join us on this trip.  There are currently 12 spots to be filled so if you would 
like to go, please let Del or Jan know ASAP.  Cost is $12 per night per person for lodging and 
$50 per person that is paid to MMDC for materials/supplies during the stay.      

If anyone would like to take a motor home, there are sewer and electric hook-ups.   We will also 
share the costs of food and gas once we have the team together.  Any other costs would be 
entry fees to any Lincoln sites you may wish to visit.  
 

PS 33:3 Coming June 24 
 

Sunday Worship on June 24 will feature the musical ministry of PS 33:3.  This new group 
features many of the musicians from the band Reconciliation which performed in our church  

last summer.  PS 33:3 will bring us a wonderful time of praise and worship.  
 A special offering will be taken to make this ministry possible. 

Missions 
 

June MISSION FOCUS 

Our June mission focus is People’s Central Institute in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  Sitting on a hillside below one of 
the worst favelas in downtown Rio, People’s Central 
Institute is nearing their 101st year of ministry.  Among 
its many ministries, the Institute provides elementary 
education as well as sports programs for children of the 
surrounding favelas.  Day care is provided for parents 
who often travel long distances daily with their children 
to come to the city to work in service positions.    

Please keep the ministry of People’s Central Institute in 
your prayers and support it with your gifts during June. 

 
We express our sympathy to the  

family of Bill Drake.  



 
 

We rejoice in the May 13th confirmation of: 
 

Anthony Carpenter  Alyssa Kent  Brooke Kling 
Jordan Mullauer  Caleb Mullauer Erin Walker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The word "ichthus" actually means "fish" in Greek 

 
Please support our older youth and adult chaperones as they 
return to the ICHTHUS festival in Wilmore, KY. The schedule is 
full of music, speakers, music, worship, music, and breakout 
sessions. Primitive tent camping will be their accommodations 
on the 111 acre ICHTHUS farm. 

   
English Greek Stands For  

I  
Greek word "Iesous" which means "Jesus" 

CH  Greek word "Christos" which means "Christ" 

TH  Greek word "Theos" which means "God" 

U  Greek word "Uios" which means "Son" 

S  Greek word "Soter" which means "Savior" 

 
 
 
 

 
The HUMC Fair Kitchen operates from Saturday, July 14 – Sunday, July 22 

Contact Dick Melvin, Nancy Larsson or Mary Birmele 
If you would like to help 

A little history: 
A county fair of one type or another in Van Buren County can trace its beginnings back more 
than 150 years. Although it was not known as a county fair, the first mention of a fair came 
during the summer of 1851 when the Van Buren Agricultural Society was formed. 
 



Visit the Fair website http://vanburenyouthfair.com/hist for the complete history 



 
 
 
 

Thanks again for all the recent donations to the Cooperating Ministries food pantry. 
 

The need in our community continues to increase; we have served 167 families during the first 
4 months of this year. That translates into 324 bags of groceries!  

We serve up to 8 families on some days. 
 

Your continuing help is appreciated. 
Place all donations in the grocery cart located in the social hall every Sunday morning. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

To all my friends at Hartford UMC, 
 

I wanted to thank you all so much for the 
many Easter cards. It was such a blessing to 
receive them. I enjoyed my visit with Pam. All 
the special cards she brought me made me 

feel as if I was in Hartford with you for Easter. 
I hope to be able to come back this summer 

for a short visit. 
 

Love Eleanor Martin 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you so much for praying for me as I had 
another stent put in my heart. The total of 9 

stents. I took the letter to the hospital with me. 
So much comfort. I shared the letter with my 

pastor and he thinks I should get it started at our 
church. Well, I think so too. We have the phone 

prayer chain, but the letter meant so much to 
me. God bless you. 

 
Julia Holt 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
• 6:00 – 8:00 pm – Parents invited to the program on Thursday at 7:00 pm 
• All preschool through 6th grade children are welcome 
• Teenage and adult volunteers needed (for 1 or 2 nights or all 5) 
• To help, contact Kathy Anchor, Pastor Ron or Connie at the church, 621-4103 



Father’s Day – June 17 
 

Happy Father’s Day to all the fathers in our congregation 
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Thanks to all who contributed to our camp fund. We have 5 campers from HUMC 
who are attending a session at Crystal Springs Camp in Dowagiac.  These campers are: 

• Abby Anchor 
• Alexy Anchor 
• Zachary Birmele 
• Andrew Brown 
• Sarah Hall 

 
Please support our young people with your prayers 
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