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“Houston, we have a problem.” Did you know there is serious problem in
outer space? The one and only toilet on the International Space Station is
broken. For the current crew of three men this is a malfunction that can
cause some real inconvenience. Think about what it might cost all of us
taxpayers for NASA to call a plumber!

We had a bathroom malfunction at our house the other day. Being a certified amateur plumber |
surmised the problem and was off to Kellogg's Hardware to buy the required new part. | am
astonished to report that the repair job was successful and still working. (As you may have
guessed, some of my previous repair jobs have created extra income for “real” plumbers.)

As | was about to throw the wrapping materials from the part away, one of the rarest of all
notations caught my eye. There was a small graphic of an American flag and the words “MADE
IN U.S.A.” | could hardly believe it. | had found an item not made in China. Amazing.

In a few days our local schools will host commencement ceremonies. The young men and
women receiving their diplomas come from our families, our communities. Each student and
every family will feel the immense mixture of emotions marked by this milestone. The class of
2008 represents this nation’s hope for our common future. MADE IN THE U.S.A.

| am very proud to say that several of these new grads are members of our church or have a
strong tie to our youth ministry. They are some of the finest young people | have ever met.

As you and | know so well, it is a daunting task for these new graduates to confront the
problems of our world. | don’t know if any of them will become an astronaut, but they will
become our nurses, auto mechanics, teachers and engineers. Some will serve our country in
dangerous lands far from home. They will begin raising their own children.

But as | have mentioned before in this column, | am deeply concerned about the majority of
students who have no personal knowledge of Jesus Christ. Few of them have ever attended a
worship service and so many of them come from families marked by great brokenness.

If you were in church on May 18, you will long remember the conversation with our foreign
exchange student, Tran Ngo. While born and raised in Vietnam, her Christian witness is clear.
How | pray that more of our young people could speak clearly about Jesus. They are about as
rare as a part MADE IN THE U.S.A. God help us all, if we continue to fail our children.

Pastor Ron

P.S. By the way, that on-the-fritz toilet in orbit was originally made in Russia seven years ago. |
wonder if the replacement parts are now made in China?
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EBoents

9:15 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
United Methodist
6:45 pm Women
Worship Committee
7:00 pm
Grad Breakfast
9:30 am i
9:15 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Coordinating
7:00 pm Council
Rummage Sale June
6:00 pm Set up Shirley Jackson
9 am- Rummage Sale Bev Hampton
4 pm Set up Amanda Smith
9:00 am- Rumnl1age Melinda Conley
388 22 RurSn?neage Ja_mes Rockey
4:00 pm Sale Wilson Peters
9:15 am Adult Sunday School John La”.”a”
10:30 am Worship Service Darcel Hildebrand
10 am — Noon Child Care Ricardo Troutman
5:30 — 6:30 Elementary Youth Aaron Hunt
pm Swimming Josef Heinisch
9:15 am Adult Sunday School Carolyn Voogd
10:30 am Worship Service Gloria Blanton
10 am — Noon Child Care Jean Walker
6:00 - 8:00 Vacation Bible Bernice Lightner
pm School Amber Tackitt Williams
9:15 am Adult Sunday School Dan Davis
10:30 am Worship Service : :

10 am — Noon Child Care II\D/I;)gn; a'l\JAcerll\(/elrn
9:00 am- Serve at Bill Weeden
1:00 pm Soup Kitchen

&

United Methodist Women

Meet Tuesday, June 3, 6:45 pm at the church

Every Wednesday

Hostess:
Devotions:
Program:

Mary Birmele and Pete Laman
Odena Hansen

6:30 pm Work Group
MMDC, Del Troutman & Jan Fulford

1. 8:00 pm Study Group
All men are welcome.
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%z News Briefs from Coordinating Council

Hartford United Methodist Church Coordinating Counc il Minutes May 13, 2008

Those attending the meeting, which was held at the church, were: Pastor Ron Hansen, Bonita Markillie, Connie
Kilburn, Brian Casey, Dale Kaucher, Ronda Kaucher, Marcia Kelley, Kathy Anchor, Nancy Larsson, Jessica
Mullauer, Dick Melvin, and Dave Kling.

Bonita Markillie opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and Pastor Ron offered an opening prayer.

Minutes of the previous meeting were available and deemed approved by Chairperson Bonita.

Pastor’s Report
a) Ron presented part 3 of a 4 part video entitled “Selling Swimsuits in the Artic” by Adam Hamilton. The

focus of this segment was “Marketing Outside and Inside the Church”. A good discussion followed.
b) Insurance: Ron presented insurance bids from South Haven Insurance Service and from Church Mutual.
Dick Melvin moved with support from Ronda Kaucher t o continue with Church Mutual Insurance.
Motion carried.
Ministry Area Reports

a) SPPR - Cindy Kent — absent — Nancy Larsson reported that the committee reviewed and refined all job
descriptions and reviewed the Abuse Prevention Palicy.

b) Outreach — Del Troutman —absent.

c) Education — Kathy Anchor — The elementary youth will meet for the last time on Wed, May 21 until
swimming starts in mid June. Vacation Bible School dates are June 22-26; theme Son Harvest. Helpers
are needed for VBS. Junior Church and Sunday School are ending May 18 and evaluation will be done
as to the structure of Sunday School for fall. A fund raiser dinner for youth is being considered.

d) Worship and Music — Jessica Mullauer — May 18 - Ryan Kent will be honored by Jr. Church and Pastor
Ron will interview our Vietnamese exchange student Tran Ngo on that day. June 1- Pastor Ron will be
away, and his replacement will be Rev. Sandra McNary. June 8 - Graduates will be honored during
worship and with a breakfast before hand. June 15 - Pastor Ron will be away at ICHTHUS; no
replacement at this time. June 22 — We will honor Dan Davis for his 99" birthday. July 27 — Church on
the lawn.

e) UMW — Ronda Kaucher — No May meeting. Mother Daughter Banquet held on May 5 with approximately
105 in attendance. Rummage Sale dates June 12 and 13.

f) Buildings and Grounds — Dave Kling — Dale Kaucher reported: changed light bulbs, worked outside the
church trimming and cleaning debris , rearranged contents of both sheds, changed furnace filters, took
office curtains down prior to cleaning bee, repaired kitchen screen door, cleaned roof drain and worked
on kitchen floor spots. The cleaning bee was very successful; thanks to Jan Hansen for providing the
food.

g) Finance — Nancy Larsson — The $1,381.60 Endowment Fund interest check will be dispersed as follows:

10% - $138.16 Back to the Endowment Fund
27% - $373.03 Local Missions
27% - $373.03 Other Missions
36% - $497.38 Capital Undesignated
Nancy Larsson moved with support from Dave Kling to send $5,000 to the Endowment Fund to
repay what we borrowed for paving: $4570 from ChemF lex paving fund, $58 from General Fund
paving fund and $372 from General Fund . Motion carried.
Other Business:
1. Fair: Wednesday, July 9 we will move our equipment to the fair kitchen. Dick Melvin should ask Fair Board to
repair the screens in the building.
2. Dick Melvin offered pictures of a Columbarium, an alternative to the Scattering Garden. Pastor Ron will gather
catalogs and/or information and we will discuss at the June meeting.
3. Nancy Larsson reports That Karen Williams is interested in working on new church banners. Pastor Ron will
provide her with ideas/instructions.

Coordinating Council will meet next on Monday, June 9.

Meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer offered by Pastor Ron.

Respectfully submitted, Connie Kilburn, Secretary



Tithe the Rebate!

Last month we shared
a vision of bringing 4™ Annual Senior Day
Justin  Lookadoo to
spend time with the
youth of Hartford and
the surrounding area.
The plan would be to have our church
sponsor daytime assemblies in the middle
school and high school.

The evening would bring an opportunity to
invite all of the youth in our area to a large
rally featuring Justin and his unique ability
to engage young people with their life
issues and the claims of Christ.

“Positive Living for Mature Adults”

Tuesday, June 10, 2008
8:30 am to 12:30 pm
Van Buren ISD Conference Center

Free Parking & Admission
Continental Breakfast & Snacks

Vendor Fair & Door Prizes
During May and June most of us will be receiving

$600 per adult and $300 per child in the form of Free Entertainment

an “economic stimulus check.” Many of us say

we would like to obey God’s commandments to Health Screenings:

tithe, but we stutter and fail to do so. Here is an Glucose, blood pressure
opportunity for all of us to practice our faith and Physical therapy screening,
see what God can do through our obedience. Fall risk assessment, oral cancer

Complimentary massage
Would you be willing to “Tithe the Rebate” for

the youth of our community? Your gifts of $60 To Register:
or $30 or whatever you believe God would have Call South Haven Area Senior Services
you give will help us reach the goal. 269-637-3607 or

Toll free 1-800-627-8904

(Tear off & put in offering plate or mail in)

“Tithe the Rebate”

| want to join the vision for reaching the youth
of our community .

Name

Address

| want to pledge $ to be paid later.

Here is my check for $

(Please write “Tithe the Rebate” Sunday, June 22 — 6:00 pm
in the memo area)




We have a very active prayer chain
here at HUMC. If you need prayers or
would like to pray for those who
request them just call Del Troutman or
Mary Arnsman at 621-3663. Those
who have computers are contacted by
email; all others will receive a phone
call with prayer requests.

P 1 CascCc I 'm The older youth and adults who will be
l attending the ICHTHUS music festival in

|
|
pra y f( ) ) L Kentucky from June 11 — June 15 :
|

| ®m The elementary youth who will be attending
Thonks
United Methodist Women  vyo.4 e to thank

I Crystal Springs camp during June and July
To My Church Family, Thank you so the men of the church for their service during )
much for all your prayers and the annual Mother Daughter banquet. (35
concerns and telephone calls and

beautiful cards. Thanks again.

Love in Christ, John V Ruggio, Jr. EE—

Thanks to the men who work on church projects every Wednesday evening.

Thanks to Hartford residents who donated
food to the National Association of Letter
Carriers May 10" food drive.

Thanks to Dick Melvin Over 30_0 food and toiletry items were
for lawn mowing. 2h delivered to our food pantry

Thanks for allowing the family to use your church for Ruth’s (Rush Malling) funeral service
and the lunch your women prepared.  Sincerely, Vik Malling

E-mail the office at HUMC - E-mail Pastor Ron
office@hartfordmethodist.org :

revron@ hartfordmethodist.org




Missions

JUNE MISSION FOCUS:

Harbor Harvest Urban Ministries is our
mission focus for June. It is located at Peace
Temple UMC in Benton Harbor. HHUM will
have a summer program June 16™ through
August 8" in which “the overall goal is to
provide a holistic summer experience that
combines educational enhancement,
recreation, creativity and community
exploration.” The program will focus on
children entering 1% through 5™ grades in
the fall.  There will be a maximum of 60
children registered for the program at a cost
of $40 per child. This program is one close
to our homes and hearts. Please keep
HHUM in your prayers and support it will
your gifts this month.

MISSION TRIP:

We are planning our 3™ trip to Midwest
Mission Distribution Center in Chatham,
lllinois leaving the afternoon of Sunday,
August 17", and returning on Wednesday
evening, August 20™. If you are interested
in going on this trip, please see Del
Troutman or call her at 621-3663. Cost of
the trip is $95 that includes lodging and
materials fee. Food and gas will be figured
once we know how many will be going. If
you have an RV and would like to go, the
cost for the RV parking which includes
electric and water is $7.50 per night.

REMINDER:

- Mail your used inkjet cartridges and old
cell phones in the prepaid postage
envelopes available in the narthex

- Cancelled Stamps, Pop Can Tabs,
General Mills Education Labels,
Campbell's Soup Labels, Spartan UPC
Codes: These items are all collectible items.

can be purchased through
the office for $10.

| e P P
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Uprdate

Families Bags of

Month Served | Adults  Children | Groceries
January 51 86 96 101
February 38 58 70 75
March 35 59 43 70
April 76 118 117 152
Total 200 321 326 398

Vacation Bible School

" I #'$$ %

& ' ()
For: Preschool — 6 ™ grade

Program:  7:00 pm Parents Invited

Adult helpers are
needed — help 1
night or every night

Contact Jan Hansen
or Kathy Anchor
if you are able to
help




CONGRATULATIONS BGRADS

Hartford High School

Andrew Carpenter Brianna Hill Alan Herriman Josh Hoffman
Melissa Isbrecht Ryan Kent Kelsey Lange Caleb Mullauer
Tran Ngo Johnny Ruggio

Watervliet High School
Kendall Kling

College

Ricardo Troutman, WMU, BA in Political Science
Brian Lightner, Andrews U, MA in Education

We will honor our graduates on Graduation Sunday, June 8

B Breakfast for grads and their parents at 9:30 am
B Grads recognized in Worship at 10:30 am

mn

Please call the office at 621-4103 with your breakfast RSVP.

actionBible Schg! - June 22-
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Youth Notes

ELEMENTARY YOUTH

Our Elementary youth hope to resume
the summer swimming on
Wednesdays from 6-8 pm as weather
permits. Watch the Sunday
announcements for details

Thanks to Shirley Hall for helping
each week with the youth group!

7 elementary youth are scheduled to
attend a U. M. camp this summer.
Please pray for these youth

ICHTHUS trip — June 11-15

10 older youth and 4 adults will travel
to Kentucky for this annual festival
Please pray for these youth
and adults.

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage
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Dollars and Cents

Did you know?

Fuel surcharges are being added to our
monthly trash removal bills

o $3.18 for the church

o $0.78 for the parsonage

We have 7 elementary youth attending
camp this summer

o HUMC has contributed $700

o UMW has contributed $525

o Individuals have contributed $75

We have earned $1,381.60 in interest
from our Endowment Fund (Apr 07, 2008)

We have earned $185.35 interest so far in
2008 from our ChemFlex Capital and
Memorial fund




