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 From the Pastor 
 
I know that it’s January, but a postscript on Christmas might be helpful for the New 
Year.    
 

Jay Leno from the “Tonight Show” likes to show unusual and funny items found in newspapers.  A 
letter to Santa found in an unnamed newspaper was shown a couple of weeks ago written by a 10 
year old girl named Abbie Montgomery. 
 
I have attached a copy of the actual “letter,” but you might find it difficult to read the fine print.  
Replete with misspellings Abbie wants to keep Santa 
busy as I counted 64 items on her list: lots and lots of 
video games and board games, video game 
equipment, sports equipment, DVD’s, several 
expensive toys, a video camera, a digital camera, her 
own cell phone, many items of name-brand clothing, 
including two T-shirts that say “I have issues” and 
“Parents for sale.” 
 
The young girl ends her extensive list of expectations 
with demands for candy, a Subway gift card and 
money!  But wait, read the final sentence!!  
“Remember Jesus is the reason for the season!!”  
Yes, those are little Abbie’s words and exclamation marks.   
 

The letter is hilariously funny, yet almost worthy of 
tears.  None of us would create such a childish list, 
would we?  Yet over the course of a year, consider 
how much of our time, energy, desires, worry and 
money goes towards the wanted “stuff of life.”  And, O 
yes, a little tip of the hat to Jesus!  Ten year old Abbie 
has learned her behavior and attitude from adults.  
 
We are well-conditioned to want it all and leave Jesus 
as our little postscript to life.   
 
Jesus had a lot to say about the material and physical 
things of life, but Jesus was not born in a cow barn, 

did not die on a cross and rise from the tomb to give us more stuff made in China.  You must want 
all of Jesus, because Jesus, the Son of God, wants all of you!   
 
Check your list in 2007.  We’ll be here all year long to help you. 

Pastor Ron 
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  1 Delores Miller 

  Del Troutman 
  Brandon Melvin 
 3 Don Mosher 
 7 Gloria Peters 
  Dave Troutman 
 8 Billy Melvin 
 9 Kathy Manning 
  Matthew Geer 
 10 Andrew Carpenter 
 Gary Heuser 
 11 Althea Peters 
  Mike Hayes 
 12 Wally Heuser 
 13 Garry Unrath 
 14 Susan Walter Hall 
  Kylie Conley 
 22 Abby Anchor 
 25 Amy Jackson 
 26 Lois Howe 
 28 Jessica Ruggio 
  Grace Gale 
  Celeste Howard 
 29 Alice Bachman 
 30 David Metz 
  Shayla Hoffman 
 31 Dick Showerman 
 

January 7 is the first Sunday of the New Year and 
it starts off our 1st Sunday activity for children in 
grades 1-5.  We will meet at 5:00 for a great time. 
 
January 21 will bring the middle school and high 
school youth together at 6 pm for 3rd Sunday.  Our 
plans for a Confirmation Class to help our youth 
prepare for church membership were postponed 
last fall.  On January 21 we will outline a schedule 
to get us back on track for Confirmation.  Parents 
are encouraged to join us for the first part of our 
meeting on January 21.  
 

United Methodist Men 
 

Men’s Work Group 6:30 pm 
Men’s Study Group 8 pm 

This group meets every Wednesday and  
all men are invited. 

 

 
 

 

 
• Next meeting – Tuesday, January 2, 2007 
• Meet at 6:45 pm at the church 
• Installation of Officers 
• Hostess: Rosemary Heinisch 
• Devotions: Shirley Cochrane 



 
 

 
Jan and I would like to thank you for the many expressions of support you give to us in our ministry with you.  
We thank you for your prayers, your cards, your gifts and your gracious words.  We treasure the gift of your 
friendship this Christmas season and look forward to a new year with you. 
 
Pastor Ron and Jan 
 
I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the congregation for the generous Christmas 
gift. I am very blessed to be part of this church, and I look forward to another year in the 
church office.       Sincerely, Connie Kilburn 
 

Christmas is a wonderful time around our church.  After all, Christmas is a season that belongs to believers 

in Jesus and His church, not the malls of America.  But our Sundays in Advent and the beauty of the 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service would not be the same without the efforts of many, many people.  I don’t 
want to miss anyone, but I’ll try to name some who make Christmas happen for all of us. 
 
We are all grateful for the faithful work of our Worship Committee.  Our church is richly blessed because of 
your work. 
 
Thank you to those who joined their voices in the Christmas Choir and the other pieces of special music.  
Your music is a gift.  Encore! 
 
Thank you to the parents who helped their children create the special sounds of the Children’s Handbell 
Choir.  The standing ovation Christmas Eve morning said it all. 
 
Our United Methodist Women make a difference in so many ways all year long, 
but they truly shine at Christmas.  Thank you for your service. 
 
Thank you, Del Troutman, for making a miracle of God’s love happen for our 
TAPP school program. 
Thank you, Jim Brumitt, for putting up the electric candelabras every year!  
 
Thank you, Joe and Rosemary Heinisch, for our special Christmas tree in the 
courtyard.  And thank you to Wally and Laura Heuser for adding another 
wonderful tree to our front yard. 
 
Thank you to Connie Kilburn for laboring behind the scenes in the office in so 
many, many extra ways to help all of us.  I could not do my work without her steady 
and kind help.   
 
Thank you to Pam Bench for serving us as our custodian.  Christmas is 
wonderful, but it makes for a lot of “extra messes” that need cleaning up. 
 
I would also like to thank my wife, Jan, for her tireless efforts to bring a ministry in music to our church family.  
What would I do; what would our church do without you? 
 
And thank you to all of you who took home $10 on November 19 and went out and did some good for Jesus.  
That is Christmas!   
 
I’m sorry, because I know I have missed many.  But we are all so blessed in this church because we have 
people who labor not for human recognition, but for our Lord.  It is as it should be. 
 
    Pastor Ron 
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SPAGHETTI DINNER BENEFIT FOR MARISSA MONROE: 

 

A spaghetti dinner and bake sale benefit will be held for Marissa Monroe on Friday, January 

12th from 5 to 7:30 p.m. in the church fellowship hall.  Marissa is 17 months old and the daughter of 

Tracy and Randy Monroe.  She is also the granddaughter of Martha and Bill Moore, and great-

granddaughter of Gene and Nancy Larsson. 

Marissa was diagnosed on November 27th with stage 4 neuroblastoma, the third most 

common type of cancer in children.  According to information on her caring page there are 

“approximately 600 cases of neuroblastoma diagnosed each year in the United States.   

Neuroblastoma is a cancer that develops from nerve cells and often the tumor arises from branches 

of nerves that exit from the spinal cord.  These branches reach many different areas of the body.  As 

of  December 4th there have been two tumors found in Marissa, one in her abdomen, and one next 

to her left eye.  Tests also indicate that the cancer has spread to her bone marrow.   

 

 
 

Beginning in January: Six Sundays all about friendship. 
 
 Jan. 14 Friendship First  (We need friends.) 

 Jan. 21 Friends of God  (You are God’s friend.) 

 Jan. 28 God Sightings  (God is active in our lives.) 

 Feb. 4 Our Dilemma  God forgives & accepts us.) 

 Feb. 11 Two-Way Street  (God communicates with us.) 

 Feb. 18 Keep Growing  (We’re designed for a growing 
                                                     friendship with God & others.)  
 

NOVEMBER MISSION OFFERINGS 

Haiti Hot Lunch            $158.84 

Christian Education             $80.00 
 

JANUARY MISSION FOCUS: 

Our mission focus this month will center on our Wednesday evening 
Men of Integrity group.  It is well known that the men who meet on 
Wednesday evenings not only perform many tasks around our church 
but also reach out in the community wherever needed.  Please keep 
these men in your prayers and support them with your gifts this month. 

 



Hartford United Methodist Church 
425 East Main Street 

Hartford, MI 49057 

 
Rev. Ronald  W HansenRev. Ronald  W HansenRev. Ronald  W HansenRev. Ronald  W Hansen    

Church: 269 621-4103 

Parsonage: 269 621-3796 

Web: hartfordmethodist.org 

E-Mail: office@hartfordmethodist.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bring your prayer requests to worship on 
Sunday, or call Del Troutman or Mary 
Arnsman at 621-3663 to add them to our 
prayer chain. 
 

If you would like to be a participant in this 
praying ministry give Del or the office a call. 
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REMINDER:  Mail your used inkjet 
cartridges and old cell phones in the prepaid 
postage envelopes available in the narthex.   
The money received from the recycle center 
goes to the kitchen remodeling. 

COOKBOOKS: 
HUMC cookbooks are available in the church 
office or call Del at 621-3663. Cost is $10. 
Proceeds at this time benefit the kitchen 
renovation fund 

 

We Continue to Collect!   

Cancelled stamps -Pop can tabs - 

Spartan UPC Codes - General Mills 

Educaion Labels - Campbell’s Soup 

Labels 

These items are all collectible items 

for many mission groups who are 

then able to cash them in for cash 

and/or material goods. The canisters 

are in the fellowhip hall for collection. 



 
 

You Did Some Good and Then Some More! 
 
Our worship service on December 17th featured some of the stories of what people did with their $10 

of free money.  If you would like to be inspired, read this list of some of the efforts to do some good.   

 
• $70 in cash was found in the church mailbox to “do some good.”  

 
• Someone gave a donation to help maintain the Indian cemetery. 

 
• Several people gave their money to the Hartford Lions Club for Christmas baskets.  One 

couple added the money they would have spent eating out on Friday nights to help our local 
families have a better Christmas.  

 
• There was money given for the church kitchen updating. 

 
• Several people gave towards the church paving project. 

 
• A number of you gave money for the Salvation Army and one person even gave some 

volunteer time ringing the bell at a Christmas kettle. 
 

• Money was given for the Bibles our church gives away. 
 

• Some help out the Toys for Tots program.  One Mom let her children buy a couple of toys for 
the “Toys for Tots” to help her children learn about giving 

 
• Several people designated the money for the Haiti Hot Lunch program, including several of 

our elementary children. 
 

• One lady bought a special gift for a young woman she knows who has been 
in the hospital for over a year and dealing with “catastrophic” medical issues.  
Wow! 

 
• Someone who owns a rental house gave a tenant three weeks free rent to help them out!! 

 
• Some people gave their money to people they knew were having a tough 

time.  Several wrote about helping single moms with kids.  For 
example, one person wrote, “I traded my $10 for a $50 and mailed it to a 
single Mom struggling financially.”  One person considered her $10 a tithe 
and added another $90 to help a mom in need. 

 

It started in November 

 
Back on November 19, Pastor Ron gave each person in attendance that Sunday morning 

an envelope containing a $10 bill. His instructions were to do some good, make it grow,  

or return it with a little extra, if possible 



 
 
 

• Some used their money to respond to the needs on the church’s Christmas Mission Tree. 
 

• Many, many people went out and bought presents for the 7 families our 
church was responsible for helping this Christmas.  Gifts for one of the 
families came from our older elementary Sunday School class. 

 
• Someone added enough money to buy a winter coat for a child who needed one. 

 
• One person wrote, “While at Wal-Mart one day I encountered a young man 

who needed boots, but his mom told him they couldn’t afford it right now.  
This money (along with a little extra) bought this young man some boots.” 

 
• Someone put some more money together to help someone with cancer buy 

gas for getting to the doctor. 
 

• Someone increased their $10 tenfold to give a gift to the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission. 
 

• Someone gave groceries and dinner to a friend who had lost his job and 
his marriage.  They added, “He was grateful and I was blessed with extra 
cash this week.” 

 
• One family our church was privileged to help decided to give back by helping us serve at the 

Soup Kitchen.  And they have started attending our church.  Praise God! 
 

• Many of you gave back, with interest, to the church’s general fund to help us keep on doing 
the good of our church.  As one very special lady wrote on her envelope, “My money that 
grew.” 

 
•  And last, but not least, one of our elementary children researched giving 

on the internet.  She wrote a one page report about helping families in Africa 
buy seeds and farm tools. She added $6 of her own money to the $10 and 
her parents matched the gift.  

 
 Didn’t Jesus say something about children teaching us? 

 
 

 

 

Our people took the $10 and dug into their own pockets to add money; they went to other friends 

and family members and asked them to join in the effort; they engaged in some very creative fund 

raising projects, selling home-made foods and crafts.  God always blesses steps of faith and 



Christmas Choir  

See the pictures in color on the web –www.hartfordmethodist.org 

 New Members 

Michael ringing bells on Christmas Eve 

Acolytes Abby & Dana 

Ryan plays on Christmas Eve 


