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From the Pastor

| received an unexpected gift just before Christmas. Pink underwear! And pink
tinted jeans! Now, | have nothing against the color pink, but that was not the
color of my clothes when they went into the washing machine. The unintended metamorphosis
of color was an accident waiting to happen.

Lurking in the pile of dirty clothes was a never-before washed orange vest that belonged to Jan.
It may not have been noticed in the loading of the machine, but its presence was not to be
denied. The orange dye took to the washing process with vigor and changed the visible
character of the entire wash. Ooops.

The “pinkish” blue jeans will from henceforth be relegated to non-public display (they just look
weird) and the underwear...well, what is best out of sight stays out of sight. Jan and |
are having a good laugh about the laundry fiasco. It wasn't the first; it won't be the
last. You can identify because we all have our laundry horror stories.

| do know that out of the 12 months we have called the year 2007 our December washing
disaster doesn’t rate very high on the Richter Scale of life-changing disasters. And perhaps that
might help make a point for a new year.

Lots of small, little everyday disasters will come to all of us in every New Year. That's life.
Always has been and always will be. Most will quickly fade from our memory as life goes on. It
is also true that some circumstances will be life-changing. Some of next year’'s “big stories” will
come from the unintended consequences of choices we make or some will simply end up being
our cross to bear.

Lord, grow our perspective and help us keep our life in focus. Whether the stuff of the moment
is a minor irritation or close to overwhelming all of our resources, remember what the Bible says:
“Let us keep our eyes on Jesus, the author and perf  ecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2a).

| can promise you that every Sunday morning in 2008 that will be our goal as a church.
Growth. Perspective. Focus. Jesus

Pastor Ron

____________________________________________________________________________________



kit January Events
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Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School
Jan 6 10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Tuesday Coordinating
Jan 8 7:00 pm Councll
Wed Elementary Youth
Jan 9 5:30 -7 pm At the church
Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School
Jan 13 10:30 am Waorship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Wed Elementary Youth
Jan 16 5:30 — 7 pm At the church
Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School
Jan 20 10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Sunday 3" Sunday
Jan 20 6:00 pm Youth January
Wed Elementary Youth
Jan23 | ©:30—-7pm At the church 1 Delores Miller
Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School 1 Del Troutman
Jan 27 10:30 am Worship Service 1 Brandon Melvin
10 am — Noon Child Care 3 Don Mosher
Monda i
Jan 28y 2:00 SPPR 7 Gloria Peters
7 Dave Troutman
Wed _ Elementary Youth 8 Billv Melvin
Jan 30 5:30 -7 pm At the church y .
9 Kathy Manning
— 9 Matthew Geer
Y 10 Andrew Carpenter
Every Wednesday 10 Gary Heuser

11 Althea Peters
6:30 pm Work Group 11 Mike Hayes
8:00 pm Study Group 12 Wally Heuser

All men are welcome. 13 Garry Unrath

14 Susan Hall
14 Kylie Conley

19 Jim Wheeler

United Methodist Women 22 Abby Anchor
. 25 Amy Jackson
Next meeting — Tuesday, Feb 5 25 Bob Heuser
26 Lois Howe
.............................................. . 28 Jessica Ruggio
: E-mail the office at HUMC : 28 Grace Gale
: 28 Celeste Howard
office@hartfordmethodist.org . 29 Alice Bachman
: : 30 David Metz
EsEsEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE el 31 DICk Showerman

E-mail Pastor Ron

Remember to update your

hartf thodist.
revion@hartfordmethodist.org e-mail address with the office




News Brieffs firomn
Coordinating Council

Hartford United Methodist Church Coordinating Counc il Minutes December 11, 2007

Those attending the meeting, which was held at the church, were: Pastor Ron Hansen, Bonita Markillie, Connie
Kilburn, Jan Hansen, Dale Kaucher, Ronda Kaucher, Nancy Larsson, Rosemary Heinisch, Pam Williams, Brian
Casey, Del Troutman, and Kathy Anchor.

Bonita Markillie opened the meeting at 7:10 pm and Pastor Ron offered an opening prayer.

Minutes of the previous meeting were available and approved after a motion and support by Nancy Larsson and
Pam Williams.

Pastor’s Report
a) The men have installed a bulletin board in the social hall in place of the window to the Food Pantry; this

will be a family board featuring notices: for sale, free, trade, help wanted, help needed, etc.

b) The church has recently been disinfected by the school system after a child care individual was
diagnosed with MRSA. Ron felt that the school acted quickly and appropriately in this situation.

c) Boiler — Work is being done to repair one of the 5 boilers. The state is now requiring monthly inspections
by church personnel and a yearly inspection by a dealer.

Ministry Area Reports
a) SPPR — Cindy Kent — absent — Three individuals will be interviewed for the position of church custodian.

b) Outreach — Del Troutman — Del had nothing new to report.

c) Education — Kathy Anchor — Sunday School is growing and Kathy helps out in the Early Elementary class
as needed. We participated in the Hartford lighted parade on Dec 8 and received a 2" place award.
Thanks to the Carpenter family and the adults and youth who attended. Wednesday youth meetings
average 12 - 14 attendees; adult help is still requested and needed. No meeting will be held Dec 26 and
Jan 2 but will resume on Jan 9. A sleepover is being planned for later.

d) Worship and Music — Jessica Mullauer — absent — Ron thanked the Heinisch family for the outdoor tree
and the worship committee and Jim Brumitt for their work preparing for Christmas. Christmas Eve is
scheduled for 11 pm and he has reserved the Kellogg sign to announce it. Emma Sefcik has also
included this on the city web site.

e) UMW - Ronda Kaucher — Ten ladies met at Woodside Apartments for the annual Christmas gathering.
All 28 names from the Giving Tree have been taken and items for shut-ins will be packed on Dec 19.
Donations: $500 Pledge to Missions, $300 for Del's mission trip and $200 towards the Feb Sweetheart
Banquet. Election of Officers: President, Ronda Kaucher; Vice President, Brenda Melvin; Secretary,
Carolyn Voogd; and Treasurer, Shirley Cochrane.

f) Buildings and Grounds — Dave Kling —absent — Dale Kaucher reported: grab bar installed for an
individual, repair of water fountain in social hall, moved old tables and chairs to new storage shed, fixed
door to Old Pastor’s Office, fixed an outdoor electric outlet, patched benches in social hall, new light in
social hall, hauled away garage door for individual, cleaned roof drain, added a key lock to lounge,
moved bricks behind storage shed to the cement and cleaned filters of exhaust hood above range in
kitchen.

g) Finance — Nancy Larsson — Salary recommendations: Custodian - $10/ hr, Administrative Assistant and
Childcare — 2.5% increase. Del Troutman moved with support by Kathy Anchor to accept the salary
recommendations . Motion carried. Discussion was held about sanctuary renovations. Ron indicated the
need for flower stands to use for the poinsettias and lilies. The can collection has earned $204.20 for the
youth fund.

Other Business:
Bonita announced that Coordinating Council will meet next on January 8

Meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer offered by Pastor Ron. S <

Respectfully submitted, Connie Kilburn, Secretary e



Synopsis of UMW meeting held December 4, 2007

Approximately 15 people from Woodside Apartments joined us in ringing bells and joyfully
singing Christmas Carols lead by Bonita Markillie and accompanied by Jan Hansen. A
wonderful array of party food was prepared by Delberta Troutman and Mary Arnsman, and Jan
Hansen provided devotions based on the book 90 Minutes in Heaven. It was an enjoyable
evening.

Ronda Kaucher conducted the business meeting which included reminders about packing soup,
bread, cookies, etc for shut-ins on December 19" at the church; hosting coffee hour on
December 23" and a final reminder that we will not hold a January meeting as the first Tuesday
in January is New Years Day.

We elected new officers for 2008. President — Ronda Kaucher. Vice President — Brenda
Melvin, Secretary — Carolyn Voogd, and Treasurer — Shirley Cochrane. Committee members
were elected as follows: Christian Global Concerns: Ronda Kaucher; Funeral: Anne Rockey
(chairman), Florence Lauck, Cathy Ruggio, and Tammy Kling; Wedding: Jan Hansen and
Carolyn Voogd; Sunshine: Ronda Kaucher and Tammy Kling; and Nominations: Jessica
Mullauer and Connie Kilburn.

We discussed the upcoming Mother-Daughter Banquet which is to be held Monday, May 5",
2008. Well-known cookbook author and entertainer, Deanna House, will be the program. Our
format for the banquet will remain the same.

All items put on the Giving Tree have been taken for Christmas. Thanks to Kim Carpenter and
Delberta Troutman.

We pledged $500.00 to Missions; $300.00 for Delberta Troutman’s trip to Haiti; and $200.00
towards the Sweetheart Dinner in February.

Remember: Every woman is invited to United Methodist Women. Our next meeting will be held
at the church on the first Tuesday in February. Please join us.

=

We have a very active prayer chain here at HUMC. If you need prayers or
would like to pray for those who request them just call Del Troutman or Mary
Arnsman at 621-3663. Those who have computers are contacted by email; all
others will receive a phone call with prayer requests.




Appreciation

Once again you have demonstrated the generosity of this church family. You faithfully
modeled the love of Jesus in providing food and gifts for many families in need.

|

I

: On a personal note Jan and | would like to thank you for the many expressions of support you
I gave to us. We thank you for your prayers, your Christmas greetings in the mail, your

I wonderful gifts and your gracious words. Most of all we treasure the gift of your friendship

I and look forward to our continuing ministry with you.

I Pastor Ron and Jan

Thank You to Many More!

Christmas is a wonderful time around our church. After all, this season belongs to believers in
Jesus and His church, not the malls of America. | tried to do this last year after Christmas and |
want to try again to lift up some of the ways so many of you work together to make our church
so special for all of us at Christmas. Please forgive me for the ones | miss.

We are grateful for the faithful work of our Worship Committee : Jessica Mullauer, Pete Laman,
Rosemary Heinisch, Wally Heuser, Connie Kilburn, Jan Hansen and also Sherry Burtchett and
Nancy Larsson. Our church is richly blessed because of your work.

Thank you to those who joined their voices in the Christmas Choir and the
other gifts of special music; quartet, solos. Your music makes Christmas!

shine at Christmas. Thank you Ronda Kaucher and ladies for your service.

Kim Carpenter and Del Troutman help us bring the touch of this congregation to others:
families in need in our community, the TAPP students, mission needs in other places. This is

the Gospel at work.

Thank you, Jim Brumitt , for putting up the electric candelabras every year! ﬁj@% Qx
Thank you, Joe and Rosemary Heinisch , for our special Christmas tree in the courtyard. &3
Thank you Carpenter family for our Christmas float in the town parade.

Thank you Butch and Sandy Drumm for your wonderful dedication to serving our children in
the Junior Church program. Look how proud the kids were to receive the “John 3:16” T-shirts.

Every Wednesday afternoon Kathy Anchor and many very helpful parents and grandparents
have made some great moments happen with our elementary kids. Who can forget 3
the smiles in the hallways of Woodside Apartments as our kids sang the carols? =)

she labors with efficient skill and kindness. Thank the Lord!

| would also like to thank my wife, Jan , for her tireless efforts to bring a ministry in
music to our church family. What would | do; what would our church do without you? 6

Many of you have said it was the best Christmas Eve Service ever. You're right. God blessed

all of us this Christmas.
Pastor Ron

e
[



M Thanks to the Food Pantry

Food Pantry Thanks

Wednesday helper Mike Colegio

Thanks to Hartford Lions Club for
the food donated after their annual Christmas food drive.

Thanks to the Modern Mother’s
Club for their monthly food contributions.

Thanks to Bob and Shirley Hall, Frank Docktor, Bob
Millhouse, Kim Emory (TAPP program), and Lindsey
VanLierop (H S Youth) for their help in sorting donated food.

Thanks to Odena Hansen who helps with the weekly
record keeping.

Continued thanks to Bob and Lisa Kuehnle for
their work each week.

We couldn’t operate without
Our wonderful volunteers.

: Dear Church Family,

: Thank you for the generous Christmas check. It is truly my pleasure to
work in the office of this wonderful church. Connie Kilburn

Thank you to everyone who gave donations for the fudge and peanut brittle | was
selling in December. Also, thank you to UMW for the generous donation toward
my mission trip to Haiti. Your offerings are appreciated and will certainly be used
as representation of HUMC. Blessings, Del Troutman

CROP Walk — The 27" annual CROP Walk was held on September 30 at
Jollay Orchards in Coloma and $7,230.33 was raised.

We had an excellent turnout from our church — our contribution was $1,289.
Our local food pantry benefits directly from this event.

Thanks to Ronda Kaucher, our local CROP Walk coordinator.

} Welcome to new custodian, Jeff Anchor!
!

meeting. Jeff demonstrated his efficiency and flexibility as he filled in

|
|
|
Jeff was offered the position by the SPPR Committee after their December :
|
temporarily, and we are happy he has accepted the job. I

|




We offer our sincere condolences to

Cathy Ruggio, Deb Whitney, and Cindy Howard

on the loss of their loved ones.

Christmas Greetings received from:

Pat Dutka, Glenn Deisler, Joyce Carmichael, Hice Family, David Martin, Loretta Wyckoff

Look for their greeting on the bulletin board in the social hall

Ash Wednesday - February 6, 2008 — 7:00 pm Service %
Sweetheart Dinner — Saturday, February 16, 2008 — Save the date, details to follow!

@T New Bulletin B oard in Social Hall
K—EZ Please use the new bulletin board for items that you have for sale or free, for items that you

T | are looking for or would trade, and for help that you need or can offer to others.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Escape the January Blahs !

The cold winds of January may blow outside, but we'll find the inside of our church to be a good
place to escape the winter blahs.

During the Sundays of January our worship time together will focus on filling in some of the
blank spaces in "The Crosswords of Life." Some people find the "puzzle pieces" of life to be a
source of discouragement and frustration. Other people are energized by the challenge of
finding the right words.

We'll tackle the "World's Largest Crossword Puzzle" together. Literally and
spiritually.

Get to church in January. God's Word is good news. The coffee pot will be
on and the worship and friendship will warm your soul.

Coming in February and March. The Sundays of Lent will bring a look at "3:16, the Numbers of
Hope."

JANUARY MISSION FOCUS :

Our mission focus for January is our own HUMC Men of Integrity . These men continue to
meet on Wednesday evenings and offer their many talents within the church and community.
We are very grateful for these men and all they do to keep our church and grounds in shape.
Please keep them in your prayers and support their missions with your gifts during January




Hartford United Methodist Church
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Youth Notes

ELEMENTARY YOUTH

On January 9 our Elementary youth resume meeting
on Wednesdays from 5:30 to 7:00 . Each week is
different and packed with excitement. Friends are
invited.

No need to RSVP, just show up on
Wednesday at 5:30!!!!

Adults (even if you don’'t have a child attending) are
welcome and encouraged to help! Contact the
church (621-4103) or Kathy Anchor (621-2333) to
find out how! :

Join us for the fun, fellowship and food!

3rd SUNDAY YOUTH

Middle & high school youth will meet at the church
on Sunday, January 20, 2008 .

Non-Profit
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Dollars and Cents

Did you know?

Junior Church youth collect funds
to help the family of Marissa
Monroe

We still need to repay our
Endowment Fund $15,000 for the
Paving Project

We have repaid the Endowment
fund $10,000

The cost to winterize the sprinkler

system was $65




