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From the Pastor

The figures have bothered me ever since | read them. | can’'t shake them from my consciousness. Can
you read the following and be OK with this?

The first statistic hit me sometime last fall. “Before high school graduation 25 percent of
all American children will have experienced two divorces.” Two divorces! By far most | “82 percent

kids in America will have experienced one divorce or no marriage of their birth parents in of those
the first place. As your pastor | rarely officiate at any wedding ceremony where the under 18
couple has not cohabitated first. have never
The second troubling number showed up just a couple of weeks ago. “82 percent of beenin a
those under 18 have never been in a church sanctuary.” Read that sentence again. Let church

it sink in. sanctuary.”

What is it like to grow up in the Hartford’s of America in 20087 It is now normal to grow

up knowing only the continual brokenness of adult relationships. It is now normal to grow up with
absolutely no Christian memories. None! Zero! Nothing! The Hartford’s of America certainly are not
soul friendly.

There is no good news here for any of us. There can be no argument that our adult choices always
impact our children for better or for worse. Even a casual observer must conclude that our culture is not
a safe place for the spiritual well-being of our children and youth.

Each month as | write a pastoral letter to you | typically aim for some words of encouragement, more
often than not through gentle humor. (Reference last month’s tale of my pink underwear.) The above
paragraphs don’t seem very encouraging or humorous.

Let me bring it together this way. First of all, you and | are a part of the problem. For instance, | live with
my life’s greatest regret, my own divorce. You see, | am personally a part of the troubling statistics.
Most of you reading this can be found somewhere in those painful statistics too.

Second of all, you and | are part of the solution when we are on our knees. Our only hope for
ourselves and our loved ones, our children, our com munity and even our nation is to get down

on our knees before God and cry out for forgiveness . Repentance is a turning away from sin. It is
the first step in the right direction; the starting place for God’s change for the better.

Repentance opens the door to God’s redemption in Jesus. Redemption is God’s loving touch to our
brokenness and the exquisite gift of divine healing

The Sundays of Lent seem made to order; the right cure for our bad news personal statistics. Watching
any adult putting some things right with God through Jesus would be a beautiful thing for 100 percent of
our children and youth to see in church!

Pastor Ron
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Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School
Feb 3 10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Tuesday United Methodist
Feb 5 6:45 pm Women
Wed Ash Wednesday
Feb 6 7:00 pm Service
Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School
Feb 10 10:30 am Waorship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Sunday Family Tubing at
Feb 10 | 1:00-5:30 pm Five Pines
Tuesday Coordinating
Feb 12 7:00 pm Council
Wed Elementary Youth
Feb13 | 2:30-7pm At the church February
Sat Sweetheart
Feb 16 6:00 pm Dinner 3 Barb Donaugh Kling
Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School 3 Jan Smith
Feb 17 10:30 am Worship Service 4 Alexie Anchor
10 am — Noon Crzuld Care 5 Betty Blanton
STy : 3" Sunday 6 Bill Jackson
Feb 17 6:00 pm Youth .
Wed Elementary Youth 8 Angela Hil :
Feb2o | ©30-7pm At the church 10 George Watkins
Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School 11 Greg Greenman
Feb 24 10:30 am Worship Service 12 Gale Weberg
10 am — Noon Child Care 14 Kendra Sieveking
Monday 15 Brian Peterson
Feb 25 7:00 SPPR 16 JoAnn LaVanway
Wed Elementary Youth 18 Marcie Whitney
Feb27 | ©30-7pm At the church 18 Kendall Kling
22 Mike Colegio
. . 26 Jerry Birmele
United Methodist Women 28 Jack Gale

Tuesday, Feb 5 6:45 pm
Soup & Salad Supper

Scout Sunday — Feb 10, 2008

Every Wednesday

len

b W 6:30 pm Work Group
S C O T S 8:00 pm Study Group

All men are welcome.

Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts will be
recognized during the worship service.
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Hartford United Methodist Church Coordinating Counc il Minutes January 8, 2008

Those attending the meeting, which was held at the church, were: Pastor Ron Hansen, Bonita Markillie, Connie
Kilburn, Jan Hansen, Dale Kaucher, Ronda Kaucher, Cindy Kent, Janet Melvin, Kathy Anchor, Rosemary Heinisch,
Pam Williams, Brian Casey, Del Troutman, Dick Melvin, Maxine Melvin and Marcia Kelley.

Bonita Markillie opened the meeting at 7:00 pm and Pastor Ron offered an opening prayer which included prayers
for Judy Gravenmier and the Dan Martin family.

Minutes of the previous meeting were available and deemed approved by Chairperson Bonita.

Pastor’s Report
a) This year’s Lenten Study group will use a Max Lucado publication, “3:16.”

b) The committee on Lay Leadership submits the following names for 2008: SPPR - Cindy Kent, Maxine
Melvin and Gary Unrath and Lay Leadership — Odena Hansen, Cindy Unrath and Rosemary Heinisch.
Motion by Del Troutman, supported by Ronda Kaucher to accept the nominations . Motion carried.

c) The article entitled “Who’s In Your Pews?” was presented.

d) Dates of Kalamazoo District Conference (Feb 9), Bishop’s Day on Evangelism and Stewardship (Mar 1),
Western Michigan Evangelism Conference with Dr. Tuttle (Apr 12), and our Church Conference (Oct 19)
were announced.

Ministry Area Reports
a) SPPR — Cindy Kent — Jeff Anchor was hired as church custodian.

b) Outreach — Del Troutman — Del had nothing new to report. She will leave for Haiti on Jan 23 and return
home on Feb 3.

c) Education — Kathy Anchor — Elementary Youth have resumed meeting after the Christmas break. Recent
activities include helping UMW provide food and pack shut-in Christmas gifts and caroling at Woodside.
Many parents and grandparents have expressed appreciation for the youth activities and support from
the church has been good.

d) Worship and Music — Jessica Mullauer — absent — No meeting was held in January

e) UMW - Ronda Kaucher — No meeting in January. Twenty-nine Christmas gifts of cookies, soup and
bread were delivered to shut-ins and others.

f)  Buildings and Grounds — Dave Kling —absent — Dale Kaucher reported: changed light bulbs, rebuilt the
faucet in the kitchen, vacuumed air vents, filled ice melt pails, investigated leak above dishwasher and
facilitated boiler repair by R & M Heating. Cost of boiler repair was $618 which was below the original
estimate. Ron will call the roofing company again about our flat roof problems.

g) FEinance — Nancy Larsson — absent — Financial report was reviewed. Coffee fund accounting, compiled by
Kenny Kent, was presented. Janet Melvin moved with support by Del Troutman to pay for the cost
of the boiler repair from the “Undesignated Capital fund”. Motion carried.

Other Business:

Sanctuary changes were discussed and the committee was encouraged to start planning. Committee includes the
Worship Committee, Jan Hansen, Maxine Melvin, Dave Kling and anyone else who has an interest.

Bonita announced that Coordinating Council will meet next on February 12.

Meeting was adjourned and closed with prayer offered by Pastor Ron. S~ -

Respectfully submitted, 4”—;;@? =]
Connie Kilburn, Secretary Mire SaF e



We have a very active prayer chain here at HUMC. If you need prayers or
would like to pray for those who request them just call Del Troutman or Mary
Arnsman at 621-3663. Those who have computers are contacted by email; all
others will receive a phone call with prayer requests.

Cooperaing Ministries Food Pantry

Food Pantry Thanks

Thanks to the Food Two year comparison

Pantry
Wednesday helpers: ) o
Mike Colegio Cooperating Ministries Food Pantry
Brenda Bickers
Families
“Stocking shelves” Month Served
helpers: 2006 2007
Bob & Shirley Hall
Frank Docktor \ January 22 45
February 14 41
March 19 42
. - April 17 39
We have seen dramatic increased in the use of our May 40 46
food pantry in 2007. Because of this we have limited June 19 41
the food pantry distribution day to Wednesday from July 23 31
9 am -1 pm and have enlisted more help from the August o5 37
congregation. September 29 40
How can you help? October 32 56
Donate paper bags, food, or toiletry items November 42 48
Stock and organize shelves (Mon, Th, Fri)
Help with check-in or distribution on Wed. December 35 a4
Please see Connie if you have questions or would Total
like to help in any way. Families 317 510

www.westmichiganconference.orq

Quick Link: Camping
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rannily S0OW Tubing

Sunday, February 10, 2008 All church event — everyo  neinvited Cost: $7/person

We will have a quick meal together after church and leave as a group for:

.

Five Pines offers you and your family EXCITING winter enjoyment on our specially
constructed 400-foot tubing hill. Grab one of our big bouncy tubes and head for the hill.

e e R e e e e l Tickets are available from:

Kathy Anchor

Susie Hall
Tammy Kling %
Diana Walker

Marsha Kelley
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Del Troutman

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o Connie Kilburn




Hartford United Methodist Church

Youth Notes

ELEMENTARY YOUTH

Time change -Our Elementary youth meet on
Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:30 . Each week is
different and packed with excitement.
Friends are invited.

No need to RSVP, just show up on
Wednesday at 5:30!!!!

Adults (even if you don’'t have a child attending) are
welcome and encouraged to help! Contact the
church (621-4103) or Kathy Anchor (621-2333) to
find out how! :

Join us for the fun, fellowship and food!

3rd SUNDAY YOUTH

Middle & high school youth will meet at the church
on Sunday, Feb 17, 2008.
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Dollars and Cents

Did you know?

We were $1,462 under
budget in 2007 for church
utilities.

We were $948 under budget
in 2007 for parsonage utilities.
Coffee hour donations totaled
$1,254 in 2007

Coffee hour donations are
used to purchase various
church supplies, donuts,
cakes and coffee pots.
Kenny Kent provides detailed
accounting of all funds
collected and funds spent.




