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Hartford United Methodist Church 425 E Main Street, Hartford, Ml 49057 %, g\q°

Pastor Ronald Hansen 269 621-4103 Church 269 621-3796 Parsonage 91
2008 Newsletter August

The alumni magazine from one of my graduate schools arrived the other day.
| noticed a “Retraction” printed inside the front cover that was interesting:

In the last issue of the LINK, we reported that , class of '62,
had passed away. This was a tremendous error on the part of the
alumni office and we are deeply sorry for the mistake. We would like
to offer our most heartfelt apologies to the family for the
difficulties this error has caused.

Well, at least it wasn’t my name!

Premature obituaries are actually fairly common. Mark Twain famously wrote, "The report of my
death is an exaggeration." Some of you might remember that years ago a rumor
refused to die that Jerry Mathers, the famous child actor from “Leave It to Beaver,”
had been killed in the Vietnam war. (Not true.) The actor Abe Vigoda (“Godfather”
movies and TV show “Barney Miller”) is 87 years old, but reports of his death have
become a running joke. There is even a website (abevigoda.com) that gives a daily update on
his current “alive or dead” status.
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Do you know any living dead people? What about you? You know it is possible to get into a rut
where we act like we’ve read our own obituary and decided to live like it must be true.

Jesus said some critically important words for all of us. “I have come that they may have life,
and that they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10 NKJV).
Isn’t our life in Christ supposed to be the best? Did Jesus mean what he said?

The summer of 2008 doesn’t find a lot of people cruising on easy street. Life circumstances can
be difficult in many directions, but a defeated person is a sad sight.

In Ephesians 3:17-19 the Apostle Paul writes that when you let Jesus live in your heart through
faith you are meant to be “filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” Last time |
checked, we serve a very big God. Philippians 1:27 reminds us, “Whatever happens, conduct
yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Jesu s Christ.”

Feel like you've fallen into the grave ahead of schedule? Well, print a retraction. ; E
Your faith in Jesus is a resurrection faith! Powerful faith! Believe it! Live it! 4
WORKS

Pastor Ron

___________________________________________________



HAugust BGoents

Sunday 9:15 am Adult Sunday School
Aug 3 10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Tuesday 6:30 pm UMW Annual
Aug 5 Picnic
Wed 6-8:00 pm Elementary Youth
Aug 6 Swimming
Wed Worship Committee
Aug 6 7:00 pm
Sunday 9:15 am Adult Sunday School
Aug 10 10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Tuesday Coordinating
Aug 12 7:00 pm Council
Wed 5:30 - 6:30 Elementary Youth
Aug 13 pm Swimming
Sat 5:00 pm Emmaus Gathering
Aug 16 at HUMC
Sunday 9:15 am Adult Sunday School
Aug 17 10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Aug 17-20 MMDC
Mission Trip
Wed 6-8:00 pm Elementary Youth
Aug 20 Swimming
Sunday 9:15 am Adult Sunday School
Aug 24 10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Monday SPPR
Aug 25 7:00 pm Committee
Wed 5:30 - 6:30 Elementary Youth
Aug 27 pm Swimming
Sunday 9:15 am Adult Sunday School
Aug 31 10:30 am Worship Service
10 am — Noon Child Care
Sunday Soup
Aug 31 9:00 am Kitchen

Hostess:
Devotions:
Program:

United Methodist Women

UMW Annual Potluck Picnic

Maxine Melvin

Tuesday, Aug 5 , Carpool from the church at 6:00 pm

Ronda Kaucher
Bible Study, Pastor Ron
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Sunday School resumes
September 7
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SOUP KITCHEN
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August Birthdays

Sandy Drumm
Kathy Hook

Charles Blanton

Andrew Brown

Becca Hunt

Betsy Gilbert

Brian Lightner = ., .

Kelsea Lange J{‘Q
:‘\

Monica Daniel

Meghan Engle

John Ruggio

Garry Melvin

Dave Crawford

Riley Evans

Richard Melvin

Mary Birmele

Erin Walker

Austin Brown

Maurice Hampton
Kortlend Moore
Butch Drumm
Carolyn Lamoreaux
Mark Unrath

Margo Hafer

Zack Birmele

Gary Vanlandingham

Every Wednesday

6:30 pm Work Group
8:00 pm Study Group
All men are welcome.

&



PS\iIissionrss

Cancelled Stamps, Pop Can
Tabs, General Mills Education

Mail your used inkjet
| Labels, Campbell's Soup Labels,

|
| |
cartridges and old cell | | canbe i |
phones in the prepaid } purchased |
: :
| |

|

Spartan UPC Codes : These items postage envelopes through the office

are all collectible items. available in the narthex for $10
e I B S I
AUGUST MISSION FOCUS:
LaSaline is our mission focus for August . LaSaline is located in the worst of the worst slums

of Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Sister Paulette who is now in her 80’s continues to oversee the mission
projects of LaSaline. In January when Del visited with Sister Paulette, doctors were still able to
have clinics 3 days a week and the school in the mission had grown to over 250 children due to
scholarships given by the Haitian Methodist Church. Sister Paulette explained that the school
was overburdened due to the number of students and shortage of funds to implement their
programs. Please keep the LaSaline mission in your prayers especially because it is a very
dangerous area, and also please support it with your gifts.

MISSION TRIP:

Bob and Barb Kling, Tammy and Brooke Kllng%1 Connie Brown, Del and Iris Troutman will all be
heading to Chatham, lllinois on August 17" for a 3 day mission trip to Midwest Mission
Distribution Center. Please keep this team in your prayers during their trip.

The following items are being collected to take to Midwest when we go in August. If you are not
able to shop for any of these items, the team can take care of the shopping for you. Checks for
this purpose should be made out to HUMC with a notation that it is for flood bucket supplies.
Please note items are specific to size due to the fact they are all place in a 5 gallon bucket for
distribution. A container will be sitting under the mission bulletin board for collection of any
items you provide.

Iltems Needed:

% or ¥ gal. Bleach 18 cleaning towels

50 oz. liquid laundry detergent 7 pack assorted size sponges &£ l

12 oz. liquid cleaner concentrate 50 snap clothes pin

28 oz. antibacterial dish soap cotton clothesline 3/16 in. x 100 ft.

5 pack disposable dust masks gs
2 pair latex gloves w ﬁi‘

1 pair work glove

9 oz. air freshener

6 0z. insect repellent

5 scouring pads (not steel wool)

)
scrub brush e

30 gal. Trash bags






Please pray for the family of:

Rhonda Spangler

Thanks to those who attended or helped with the
benefit Pancake Breakfast. $ 1,319.25 was raised for
the Monroe family.

Church Family, Thank you for the prayers and thoughts given to our family on the loss
of Lucille Davis. She was a wonderful wife, mother and grandmother.

Also special thanks for the luncheon and the birthday cards given to Dan.
The Davis Family

The Ride for the Kids Committee for “Kids Paradise” would like to thank you for your
support for the motorcycle ride which was held April 26, 2008. The day started out very
cold, (44 degrees) yet it didn’t stop the brave from riding. The sun finally came out and
the ride was a great success. Looking to have another ride next year later in the
summer. Remember it's folks like you that make it happen. Sincerely, Donald Brown,
“Kids Paradise”. (Editors note: HUMC supported this event by providing a rest/water
stop - “Kids Paradise” is a wooden play structure in Paw Paw.

i Just a Note - Thank you so very much for all you did and do for us. !
: | send my love, Nora Vint !

Dear HUMC, Thank you for your support in my graduation and the gift you
have given me, both are greatly appreciated. Kendall Kling

Pastor Ron and Church

| € &
. ﬁ Thank you for paying half the money to send me to camp.

! | am having so much fun. | am in woodworking, photography, crafts,
I scrap booking, drawing, puppets and swimming.

Sarah Hall




United Methodist Women

Saturday, November 1

Chairperson needed for the
UMW table

Please see Ronda Kaucher if you would like
to help out on this project

w';'r?"rgd Churcl [ibrarat necded

Love books; Like to read?
This may be the job for you.

B Hours —
o Flexible
o Work when it fits your schedule
B Job description —
0 Check-in returned books
0 Return books to shelves
o List new books, stamp, and add
cards and envelopes
o Display new or interesting books
0 Purchase books as needed
Small budget available
B Benefits -
o Appreciation from HUMC
0 Personal Satisfaction
B To Apply
0 See Pastor Ron or Connie

Food Pantry
Update

Families Bags of

Month Served [ Adults  Children | Groceries
January 51 86 96 101
February 38 58 70 75
March 35 59 43 70
April 76 118 117 152
May 59 95 87 118
June 72 116 81 146
Total 331 532 494 662

Food Pantry

The food pantry is now open on Saturday
mornings from 9-12. We would appreciate
your help in volunteering on one of those
mornings. The calendars are on the food
pantry door where you can just write your
name in the date(s) you would like to help

Thanks for

Aug 30 — Del Troutman

| Volunteer Schedule |

| Aug 2 - Del Troutman | your food
i Aug 9 - Marcia Kelley !

| Aug 16 - Marcia Kelley pantry

. Aug 23 - Marcia Kelley donations!

UPCOMING EVENTS see September
newsletter for details.

B Lavender & Lace Luncheon for women
of all ages on Saturday, September 20™

| District Mission Day at Berrien Springs
UMC on Saturday, September 27"
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Youth INotes

Did you know?

ELEMENTARY YOUTH E Script income for June was $134.21
Our Elementary youth are L
L E t f I 47.2
swimming on Wednesdays at the Script income for July was $ 6
Heinisch pool from 6-8 pm as YTD total from E Script $442.52
weather permits. Remember to use the E Script card at Hardings

Tithe the Rebate Total = $1,818.03

We are looking forward to children coming through our doors on September 7 as our Sunday
School program resumes for the fall . However, we also need some adults to lead the way.

Helping children in their Christian education is one of the most

rewarding investments you can make.
SURDAT SCHO0L Your help is needed. Contact Kathy Anchor or Pastor Ron.




